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Faithful Muslims at the Ettakwa Mosque in the Casbah of Mazara del Vallo at the end of the
common prayer on Friday. In addition to the faithful from the historic Tunisian community,
Many young Africans and Asians who have come to Sicily more recently regularly attend the mosque.

The most Arab city in Italy opens the doors of his Casbah
The names Mazara del Vallo or Mahdia del Vallo come from the Tunisian city which most of the Tunisian
families who have been living in Mazara for decades originally came from. Mazara: the fishing town which
no longer has fishing boats and fish, and will soon also lose its fishermen. Mazara and the Casbah: that
cluster of small intersecting alleys, the original nucleus of the Arab city on the coast that was the
first to be touched by the Fatimid dynasty coming precisely from Mahdia in 827. A connection that returns
over time, which is tinted blue and white in the Casbah today, just like the arches and doors that make
us feel like we’re in Tunisia, and comes out in the Tunisian dialect mixed with the Sicilian dialect of
Mazara in the voices of children playing in the yards.
The Muslim community of Mazara includes citizens of Moroccan and Macedonian origin, as well as dozens
of Muslims who have come from Sub-Saharan Africa and Asia in recent years, and continues to be a strong
reference point for migrants who pass through Sicily towards the mainland. Its younger generations are
children from both sides of the divide, who are nostalgic for the Tunisia they see only a few days a
year. The generations that preceded them were full of sailors and fishermen who are now tired of sea
life and imagine a future in Northern Europe for their children.
Mazara has opened the doors of its Casbah, which were closed and feared until 10 years ago, and hopes that
beyond the peaceful coexistence of communities which resonates in the mu’addhin’s call to prayer in the
mosque, there may be some real opportunities for its children’s future who at this point are leaving the
island just like the Sicilians. And perhaps even a bit of contamination. To avoid feeling like Fatiha,
a cook in a Tunisian restaurant in the Casbah that provides meals to many tourists, “Ni ‘cca ni ‘dda.
Neither here nor there”, after so many years in Mazara. But she says “hamdulilla - thank God, I am well”.
text by Marta Bellingreri

The Palazzo del Seminario in Piazza della Repubblica, the most central and important square in Mazara del Vallo.
The square is home to the Cathedral, the bishop’s palace, the Seminary palace and the Diocesan Museum.
It is a meeting place for citizens, where they often enjoy strolling at the weekends.

End-of-year party at the Tunisian elementary school in Mazara del Vallo. The students
sing the Tunisian national anthem and perform traditional dances and songs for parents and teachers.

68-year-old cook Fatiha of the Tunisian restaurant “Eyem Zemen” (or “The early days”) opened the
restaurant in 2000 in the Casbah of Mazara del Vallo. The woman has lived in Mazara since 1974,
where she joined her husband who had come in 1969; she had been promised to wed him ever since the
age of 9. She raised her three daughters and one son here; two of them have since moved away for work.

A football match during the training sessions of Mazara Casbah, the youth soccer
team in Mazara with players of mainly Tunisian origin; they have won at the provincial
and regional championships for about three years. Every Sunday afternoon the boys
meet up with Ahmet, a football coach and Roma rights activist of Kosovar origin.

Isidoro is one of the volunteer teachers at the
Casa Speranza Community in Mazara del Vallo, which
works with youth in after-school activities;
in this picture they are all of Tunisian descent.

Promenade of Mazara del Vallo, where several Mazara residents go for their morning jog.
This photo shows two friends in Mazara del Vallo, one from Mazara and the other from Tunisia.

Originally from Marrakesh, Morocco, Rachid has lived in Mazara, Italy for 35 years. He
worked as a trader for years, and recently opened a butcher shop with “halal” meat,
which is cut according to Islamic tradition. In addition to his Muslim customers
living in Mazara, he has also sold halal meat to Mazara-born residents for years.

The faithful Muslims at the Ettakwa Mosque in Mazara del Vallo before the common
prayer on Friday. The call to prayer inviting the faithful to pray rings out from this
building which is used as a mosque in the Casbah of the city centre. Out of respect
to non-Muslims, the call to prayer only sounds during the day and not at dawn or in the evening.

A mechanic by profession, Kais works in the Tunisian restaurant in the Casbah “Eyem Zemen”
(“The early days”), where he helps his mother Fatiha in the kitchen and waiting tables. Kais
with his daughter, born from a mixed marriage with a woman from Mazara which was celebrated in church
son 4 August 2011. The couple can be seen to the left in the picture, but are currently separated.

The audience full of mothers and sisters of the Tunisian elementary
school’s students in Mazara del Vallo at the end-of-year party.

One of the Tunisian clubs in the Casbah of Mazara del Vallo known as Nadi, which dozens
of men or boys come to daily, especially in the afternoon to play cards after the working day.

A view of the Giuseppe Mazzini Waterfront and the
Cathedral’s façade and bell tower in Mazara del Vallo.

Ahmed, 30 years old, plumber from Mahdiya,
left Tunisia to look for better work’s
conditions in Italy. After his landing
in Lampedusa, he joined a friend
living in Italy since 2004.

the Church of San Francesco, which has a Baroque style today but still
reveals traces of its original Arab-Norman style. Mazara is the first
Sicilian city where the Arabs landed in 827. There is a mosque about 200 metres away;
three times a day its loudspeaker announces the call to prayer to the faithful Muslim.

One of the young female students of the Tunisian elementary
school in Mazara del Vallo at the end-of-year party.

One of the faithful Muslims goes to the Ettakwa Mosque in Mazara del Vallo for the
common Friday prayer. The call to prayer inviting the faithful to pray rings out from this
building which is used as a mosque in the Casbah of the city centre. Out of respect to
non-Muslims, the call to prayer only sounds during the day and not at dawn or in the evening.

26-year-old Tunisian rapper Fa’el in Mazara del Vallo; he was born in
Sidi Buzid, Tunisia and has only been in Italy for three months. With the
art name Gasmix, his rap lyrics continuously mix the two languages, Tunisian
and Sicilian dialect. He is married to Ilaria, a Sicilian from Sciacca who
lives in Mazara; Fa’el has three children, but doesn’t want Italian citizenship.

One of the main streets in the centre of the Casbah of Mazara del Vallo, currently mostly inhabited by residents of Tunisian origin, and constantly frequented
by residents of Mazara and tourists. Until 10 years ago the Casbah was a closed-off, neglected place; thanks to its enhancement and decorations, today it
is considered one of the most interesting attractions for tourists. Its construction dates back to the time of the Arabs in Sicily in the ninth and tenth
centuries. Mazara is the first Sicilian city where the Arabs landed in 827.

Tunisian sailor and fisherman Samir has lived in Mazara del Vallo for 25 years and continues his activity on the sea in large boats, despite the crisis of the
last ten years which has reduced the need for sailors and fishermen. His wife and three children who grew up in Mazara currently live in Frankfurt, as “There
is no work, only the sea”. This picture shows him on a boat on the Màzaro River in Mazara del Vallo.

A football match during the training sessions of Mazara Casbah, the youth soccer team in Mazara with players of mainly Tunisian origin; they have won at the
provincial and regional championships for about three years. Every Sunday afternoon the boys meet up with Ahmet, a football coach and Roma rights activist of
Kosovar origin.

Seima Chemli, 26 years old, translator and cultural mediator at the Post Office of Mazara del Vallo, has a full-time dependent contract. Seima graduated at the
University of Siena and is about to complete her master’s thesis. She was born in Mazara to Tunisian parents, and feels she is from both Mazara and Tunisian.
She tries to go to Tunisia at least one week every year. This photo shows her on the Waterfront in Mazara del Vallo.
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