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San Severo, Foggia, 
An aerial view of the Gran Ghetto near San Severo. 

During the tomatoes harvest time this place hosts more than a thousand people,  
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Freshly picked tomatoes in the Palazzo San Gervasio area. 
Palazzo San Gervasio, Potenza, Italy.



Foreign workers in the Italian fields are seeing hard times for their rights.

Counting both regular and irregular situations, Italian agriculture is nowadays employing around 400,000 foreign workers. 

Most of them come from Western Africa, after facing a trip months, if not years, long and dreadful experiences: 

while crossing the desert and then the Mediterranean sea many of them lost some friends or someone of their family.

They live in Italy from ten years by now, having a regular permission to stay because, before the crisis hit the 

country, they were hired by North Italy factories. Many of them live in ghettoes: insecure, self-managed and 

self-sufficient accomodations offering several activities, from the convenience store to the butcher, from TV rooms 

to rooms where prostitutes can work, and coiffeurs, bike mechanics and places of worship. Other workers come from the 

Maghreb region, or from the Balkan states, and are in Italy since the 90’s of last century. 

There’s no difference in wages among workers from Africa or from other countries, in the Italian agriculture, and a 

signed agreement doesn’t mean better conditions or safeguards. A kind of grey market is more and more present, as d

enounced by MEDU in the Terra Ingiusta (Unfair land) report and by union Flai Cgil with its reports Agromafie and 

Caporalato. On average, in the various harvests, the wage for the foreign workers vary in a range between 22 and 30 Euros.

The grey market is a close friend of caporalato, a gangmaster system with deep roots in Italian agriculture. 

Every region has its own form of caporalato, but it tends to be replaced by a sort of “ethnic system”: the relationship 

between farmers and workers is managed directly by the foreign workers present in the area for the longest time, and 

this already led to some cases of human trafficking. 

For every kind of job in the fields, the whole country is troubled with severe rights limitations. More: there are 

seasonal flows following the different times of harvesting: from Calabria to Puglia, then to Campania or to North, to go 

back to South again – every year.

This reportage aims to tell a year of agriculture in Italy following the life of the workers 

in the different harvesting areas and their flows. 

The situation has been denounced several times, but these workers are still highly at risk. 



Workers picking artichokes near Eboli. 
They’re regularly hired because in that area they can work all year long, 

but they earn just 25-30 Euros for a workday 10/12 hours long. 
Santa Cecilia di Eboli, Salerno, Italy.



Ismael, regularly hired, loading oranges crates for the cooperative “I Frutti del Sole”. 
Established in 2005, the cooperative gathers little farmers and operates 
in the certified organic production chain.Rosarno, Reggio Calabria, Italy.



Jacob, 29 yo, from Ghana, line-drying his laundry on the net 
delimiting the boundary of the Campo Container of Rosarno. 

Created in 2011, this camp hosts people for almost the double of its capacity. 
Campo Container of Rosarno, Reggio Calabria, Italy.



Souleymane, 30 yo, from Mali, in the outlet of the “Fabbrichetta”. 
He lives here, he’s regularly employed by the cooperative “I Frutti del Sole”. 
With his wage he mantains his family in Africa. 
San Ferdinando, Reggio Calabria, Italy.



Artichokes just picked near Eboli: 
they’re a top product of the Piana del Sele. 

Santa Cecilia di Eboli, Salerno, Italy.



Young men working in Cuneo’s province agriculture going to the sleeping 
accomodation they’ve been assigned. This region, and Caritas’ house, 
offers better working conditions than the rest of Italy.  
Saluzzo, Cuneo, Italy.



Assam, 58 yo, from Senegal, during an orange picking in Calabria. 
This work is mainly done by African workers, paid about 25 Euros 
per day or 0.50 Eurocent for a 30 kg crates of oranges. 
Rosarno, Reggio Calabria, Italy.



Taking care of little plants of artichoke in the cooperative 
of the Consorzio Maristema, leader in Europe for in vitro cultivation. 
Santa Cecilia di Eboli, Salerno, Italy.



Souleymane, 30 yo, from Mali, picking up tomatoes. 
After a season in Rosarno, he moved for the harvest in Basilicata. 

He earns from 3 to 4 Euros for every 300 kg crate delivered. 
Palazzo San Gervasio, Potenza, Italy. 



Emmanuel, 29 yo, and a friend – both from Ghana – during a break in 
their sleeping accomodation in the Campo Container of Rosarno. Created 
in 2011 for the oranges harvest, it hosts 200 people but it was built for 100. 
Campo Container of Rosarno, Reggio Calabria, Italy.



Crates of courgettes freshly picked up in the Latina area. 
Latina, Italy.



An employee in the warehouse waiting for the gangmaster. 
In the Piana del Sele the gangmaster is the person who “just offers” a return 
transport service for 3 Euros and put in touch the workers with the farmers. 

Campolongo, Salerno, Italy.



A worker harvesting spinach. In the Piana del Sele workers are regularly 
hired because in that area they can work all year long, 

but they earn just25-30 Euros for a workday 10/12 hours long. 
Santa Lucia, Salerno, Italy.



Workers picking peaches in the Saluzzo area. The minimum wage provided 
by the collective agreement is around 45 Euros per day plus all 
contributions paid, but peaches production costs only 
0.24 Eurocent per kilogram. Saluzzo, Cuneo, Italy.



A moment of the football match Nicotera Marina – Koa Bosco, 1-0. 
The Koa Bosco is the first team completely composed by African migrants 
coming from the tent camp of San Ferdinando or from the Campo Container of Rosarno.  
Nicotera, Vibo Valentia, Italy. 



A shower with fire-warmed water in the former Apof, in Santa Cecilia, 
a dismissed factory now hosting a ghetto. Here many people live in a 
mortifying situation with no clean water, no electricity nor proper toilets. 
Santa Cecilia di Eboli, Salerno, Italy.



Peaches picked up in the Saluzzo area. They’re sold wholesale, 
on average, at 0.30 Eurocents/kg. Their production cost is 0.24 Eurocents/kg. 
Saluzzo, Cuneo, Italy. 



Sheep under the surveillance of a young man from the tent camp of San Ferdinando. 
The camp is composed by tents of the Ministry of Interior and several unauthorised accomodations 

with every kind of commercial activities, hosting more than a thousand people. 
Tent camp of San Ferdinando, Reggio Calabria, Italy.



Petre relaxing after a day of work in his rented house near Eboli. 
The communities from the Maghreb and the Balkan regions now reside permanently 
in the area, living in the houses once used for holidays. 
Campolongo, Salerno, Italy.



Italian workers picking strawberries in a greenhouse between Battipaglia and Eboli. 
In the Piana del Sele, Italian and foreign workers are paid the same – 

all at the minimum wage provided by the collective agreement. 
Santa Lucia, Salerno, Italy.



Aerial view of a tomatoes field during the harvest. The workers, 
mostly from Western Africa, earn from 3 to 4 Euro 
for every 300 kg crate delivered. They also need to pay 
5 Euros for their own transport, and 3 for their meal. 
San Severo, Foggia, Italy.
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