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In its pure form, cycling is epic, and in Italy cycling goes hand in hand with the 

Giro d’Italia. Where sweat and suffering (“No talk and all battle”, said the cyclist Felice 
Gimondi) are combined with folkloristic, widespread cheering: the Italians come down to the 
street all along the peninsula during the Giro, touching and chasing their heroes, 
inciting them and pushing them - even physically - to the finish line. When speaking about 
the Giro, the Italian poet Alfonso Gatto wrote: “It is a marvelous human race, its 
finish line is happiness”. 
The Giro is held annually in late spring and is considered the hardest race in the 
world: this year its route climbs and descends along 3,578.8 kilometres divided into 
21 stages, with its departure in the city of Bologna and arrival in the Verona Arena. But it is 

also the geographical and social mirror of the country that is five times as long 
as its width, Italy: “Neapolitans and Turinese, those from Lombardy and Lazio, Veneto and 
Emilia, all Italians, see the Giro each year as a mirror in which to recognise and smile at 
themselves” wrote the leading Italian sports newspaper La Gazzetta dello Sport when 
presenting the 1946 edition, the first after the war. 
This year will be the 102nd annual Giro, but it has not changed: the race still 
turns Italians into children, who are still excited to come down to the streets wearing pink 
(the same color of La Gazzetta dello Sport which invented the race in 1909), excited for the 
escape from the daily grind and ready to shout, “Forza Marco Pantani” again. Pantani won the 
Giro d’Italia and the Tour de France together twenty years ago, and said: “For me, fatigue in 
the mountains is like poetry”.



Piazza della Repubblica, Foligno. 
From above Palazzo Trinci.



Foligno. A passionate supporter 
tries to depict himself and 
the cyclist about to arrive.



Piancavallo. Three fans 
dressed up for the event.



ontenero di Bisaccia. 
Fun at the end of the race.



Foligno. A fan notes the cyclists’ times and records them on a 
piece of paper.

Monte Fumaiolo. Cycling is a true obsession for some, and they 
sincerely communicate this immense passion to the world with 
tattoos on their calves.



Monte Fumaiolo. 
Two fans rest along the side of the road.



Foligno. Waiting for the cyclists to pass.



Piancavallo. Two colourful 
and extravagant Venetian fans.



Montenero di Bisaccia.Spectators 
of all ages and nationalities 
exult at the arrival of the cyclists.



Piancavallo. 
On a single wheel on the course.



Piazza della Repubblica, Foligno. 
Workers at the various Giro stands 
work non-stop during the race.



Piancavallo. 
The public awaits the cyclists’ arrival.



Montenero di Bisaccia. 
A Giro fan dressed as Garibaldi.

Foligno. A fan’s post 
on the side of the road. 



Montenero di Bisaccia. 
Cyclists from the area take photographs.



Foligno. The pink jersey 
during the individual time trial.



 Piancavallo. A four-legged fan watches the race from the window of his house.



IThe falconers of the Corte dell’Astore.



Montenero di Bisaccia. A child keeps busy 
reading and playing on a phone while 
waiting for the cyclists to arrive.



Monte Fumaiolo. The steep climb tires 
a woman who stops to regain her strength.



Monte Fumaiolo. 
Along the way, many prepare 

decorations and flags to wave 
at the cyclists as they pass.



Alberobello. 
A Rai operator on a bike.



Castellania. Children play 
near the start of the race.



Monte Fumaiolo. A fan waiting for the Giro. 
His t-shirt has a picture of Pantani.

Monte Fumaiolo. Fans waiting for 
the Giro with their mountain bikes.



Piancavallo. A family cheers on the Giro.



Foligno, Via XX Settembre. 
Waiting for the cyclists.



Montenero di Bisaccia. A fan 
awaits the cyclists’ arrival.



Montefalco. An amateur cyclist visits one 
of the city’s many late-medieval churches.



Piazza Municipio, Molfetta. The artistic installation 
“La vie en rose” dedicated to the Giro d’Italia.



Monte Fumaiolo. Some fans call themselves “Giro professionals”. 
They leave at dawn, loading their cars with lots of food, 
drinks, tables and chairs to grab the best spots.



An Austrian supporter in the 
alleys of Castrovillari.



Castrovillari.



Montenero di Bisaccia. 
A spectator waits for the cyclists to arrive.



Monte Fumaiolo. Fans cheer for their 
favourites by writing on the road.

Montenero di Bisaccia. People of 
all ages await the cyclists’ arrival.



Alberobello.



Montenero di Bisaccia.
Spectators of the race.



Monte Fumaiolo. La Gazzetta dello Sport, a racing 
bike and the asphalt immediately create that racing 
atmosphere that is so loved by the Italian people.



Children play in the 
streets of Biella.



Montenero di Bisaccia.
Waiting for the cyclists to arrive.



Monte Fumaiolo. “Pantani lives”, a billboard 
hanging on trees that commemorates the 
cycling idol who died in February 2004.



Foligno. Near the historic centre.



The museum dedicated to the memory of Fausto Coppi 
in Castellania, the great cyclist’s birthplace.



Piancavallo. Fans on bikes.



Piancavallo. Everyone back home after the race. 
All that’s left is a touch of colour.



A church outside of Monte Fumaiolo is 
decorated pink in honour of the Giro.

Reggio Emilia. A Giro f
an in vintage clothes.



Biella. 
Waiting for the passage of the Giro d’Italia.



 Biella. 
Waiting for the passage of the Giro.



Foligno. A pharmacy in the historic 
centre decorated for the Giro d’Italia.



Via XX Settembre, Foligno.  
Cyclists travel through the streets 

of the Umbrian city’s historic centre.



Castellania. A group of young fans.



Castellania.



 Monte Fumaiolo. Waiting for the passage of the Giro in the woods.
Monte Fumaiolo. Many fans try to emulate 

their favourites, underestimating 
the difficulties of the route.



Monte Fumaiolo. 
A group of fans eat in the garden of a 

villa along the road leading to the summit.



The Giro d’Italia is one of the most important sports competitions in the world; 
not only Italians follow this exhausting cycling race, but also foreigners who are 
fans of the sport.A Russian fan at the edge of the road, at the beginning of what 
will be one of the most challenging passes of the entire Giro.



Monte Fumaiolo. 
Post along the side of the road.



Montenero di Bisaccia. 
A fan waiting for the cyclists.



Montenero di Bisaccia. 
Little girls play near 
the restaurant area.



Unusual bike on the streets of Biella.



Castellania. 
A group of young cyclists and their coach.



Alberobello. 
Trulli lit up in pink for the Giro.
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