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The artificial lake of Theewaterskloof 
from which Cape Town receives the majority 
of its water supply;it is almost half empty.



After school, Sibusiso Mfundi has to go 
fill buckets with water for his family, 
which lives in the township of Philippi.



- Since 2015, the province of the Western Cape, in particular Cape Town, 
has been hit by a profound crisis of water resources. 

Over the last three years rain has been almost non-existent. 

- 95% of the South African metropolis water comes from dams. 
The Theewaterskloof, the largest of the artificial reservoirs that 

supply the city, was even reduced to one tenth of its total capacity, 
which is the equivalent of 480 billion litres.

     - At the start of 2018 people predicted the arrival of a ‘Day Zero’ 
in April. But even if the winter rains helped to prevent the danger, 

the problem has not been resolved as it is principally related 
to climate change.

- The water crisis has further aggravated the social discrepancies 
between rich South Africans and those who live in the townships, 

the vast majority of whom are black.

- Cape Town could be the first in a long series of metropolises that 
find themselves having to confront a lack of water. 



Aerial view of Cape Town with 
Signal Hill and Table Mountain.



Professor Kevin Winter of the Water Task 
Team from the University of Cape Town 

photographed at the Water Hub Project of 
Franschhoek, a project of the University 
of Cape Town for developing agriculture 
with filtered and purified wastewater.



A closed public water faucet in the 
township of Kayelitsha. Many shacks 

in the township have never had running 
water, but even the public fountains 

have had restrictions placed on them.



The dam on the Berg River created one of the 
artificial reservoirs that supply Cape Town 
with water. Fortunately, the recent rains 

have refilled more than 50%, postponing for 
a moment the dreaded Day Zero, when no more 

water will come from the taps at home.



Inside Mama Africa, one of the bars along centrally located Long Street. 
In all public bars the water supply in the bathrooms has been cut off and 
chemical products have been provided for people to clean their hands.

A sticker inside a public bathroom informing people that the water supply 
has been cut off and chemical products have been provided for one to clean 

one’s hands.



A line of people waiting to fill their buckets with water 
in the township of Philippi. Most of the shacks in this 
informal settlement do not have running water and even 
the public fountains have had restrictions placed on them.



The artificial lake of Theewaterskloof from 
which Cape Town receives the majority of 

its water supply; it is almost half empty.



Actresses from a theatre group from the township 
of Philippi putting on makeup before going on stage 
to put on a play concerning the problem of the drought.



Rooibos (a bush from which is obtained a drink 
that is similar to tea) plantations in the region 
of the Western Cape. Agriculture has suffered 
heavy losses due to the drought and related water 
restrictions and many farmers have lost their jobs.



The mobile clinic of MSF (Médecins Sans Frontières) in 
the township of Kayelitsha. The water crisis has also 
accentuated health problems in the poorer populations.



Table Mountain. Various sources of water arise from the slopes of the mountain; however, they are dispersed in the ocean without being used.



Over the last three years Cape Town, the third most populated city in South Africa, has 
experienced an extremely serious drought caused primarily by climate change, which, together 
with corruption, political instability and an increase in the population, has in turn caused a 
major water crisis: for a number of weeks, for example, there was no water to be found in the 
supermarkets and the Theewaterskloof, the largest of the six artificial reservoirs that supply 
the city, had been reduced to a tenth of its total capacity of 480 billion litres.   

The ‘Day Zero’ of no water was originally envisioned for April 2018, but thanks to the 
restrictions imposed by the municipality and to the light rains over the last two months a bit 
of time has been bought. Nevertheless, the problem has not been resolved: the dams still have 
not reached the appropriate level of water and restrictions on water use are still in effect. 

The crisis has had severe social repercussions: if a household situated in one of the wealthier 
residential areas exceeds its daily limit, it must simply pay a fine; in the inner-city, however, 
meters have been installed which block supply until the following day. These inequalities have 
increased unease in large segments of the population and, in the meanwhile, the townships have 
truly imposed ‘Day Zero’: the municipality in fact closed all public wells where, every day, 
people line up to fill their buckets to take back to their waterless houses. In addition, the 
cost of water has gone up, thus further impacting the poorest segments of society. 

This is a crisis that has taught, and continues to teach, the inhabitants of Cape Town a lot. 
They have begun to organise themselves in order to face the day when there will no longer be any 
water, a resource the most affluent citizens have always taken for granted, as opposed to those 
who live in the shantytowns. On the other hand, the government has constructed desalination 
plants and launched projects for the creation of new dams. In this way the South African city 
is set to become an example: climate change is, in fact, becoming of interest to the entire 
globe and Cape Town could be the first in a long series of metropolises that will have to deal 
with the same problems.

Text by Valentina Giulia Milani



Likhoon Booi lives with his mother in a shack 
in the township of Philippi. Every day he has 
to go to the public fountain to get water.



View of the township of Kayelitsha, with wastewater and public toilets. 
In addition to the problem of the lack of water in Cape Town, there is a 
problem with the usage of polluted water by the poorest of its citizens.



The line of people waiting to 
fill their bottles and water 
buckets at the public fountain 
of the quarter of Newland.



The artificial lake of Theewaterskloof from 
which Cape Town receives the majority of 
its water supply; it is almost half empty.



View of the City Center and the Waterfront 
of Cape Town as seen from Signal Hill.



To confront the problem of drought, the municipality of 
Cape Town has launched a number of pilot projects with 
desalinization plants. In the photo: the Strand Fontein plant.



People in line to fill up bottles and jugs at the public fountain 
in the quarter of Newland.

people waiting to fill their buckets with water in the township of Philippi. 
Most of the shacks in this informal settlement do not have running water 

and eventhe public fountains have had restrictions placed on them.



A part of the township of Kayelitsha constructed in a
 marshy zone. In addition to the problem of the lack of 
water in Cape Town, there is a problem with the usage 

of polluted water by the poorest of its citizens.



Farmers at the end of a workday in Western Cape. Agriculture 
has suffered heavy losses due to the drought and related 
water restrictions and many farmers have lost their jobs.



A greenhouse in the suburbs of Cape Town. 
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