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The entrance of the bar. Flowers, messages and candles to commemorate the 
violence whcih took place in Orlando on June 12th 2016. The sofa at the Stonewall.



Have you ever been at the intersection of senses? 

At the Stonewall Inn in New York City - the club where the legendary Stonewall riots took place in 1969 during 

which the gay liberation movement and the modern fight for gay and lesbian rights officially began - nothing 

is just quite like it seems: the lights of the bar at 53, Christopher Street, in the heart of the Greenwich 

Village, usually change the identity of their customers, and everything is always wrapped in a suspended 

shadow.

If at the very beginning it was police round-ups to keep uncertain the future of the patrons (guilty of wearing 

garish garments and make-up, or challenging conformism rules and roles), after June 28th, 1969 – when a series 

of spontaneous, violent demonstrations by members of the LGBT community against the police raid that took place 

in the early hours that very day favored the non-confrontational education for homosexuals and heterosexuals 

alike, everything changed. 

Today, nobody come here to judge because truth, here, is not an idea: it’s a choice of life. People come here 

just to seat on a leather couch to talk and possible to look for onerself among blood red colored walls; there’s 

no need to instigate a riot as transsexual Sylvia Rivera did in the very night that changed the history of the 

civil rights. The Gay Pride was born to remember the Stonewall riots, replacing violence with joy, and every 

parade today leave flowers, candles and peace signs at the entrance of the Stonewall. 

According to ex president Barack Obama, the Stonewall Inn is a national monument, a sort of living museum of 

the spirit of freedom that permeates the society of the United States. 

This historical venue in the Village is a bar no more, not even a place: it’s probably an intersection of 

senses, where today’s people don’t look for an answer to the question ‘to be or not to be’, but they rely on 

a less pretentious truth: before knowing who we are, let’s live life for what it is.

“Now sit down on the sofa, close your eyes, get in touch with the temple and be really yourself”



One of the many iconic pictures of the pride which happened on 
the day after the Stonewall riots. One of the many visitors of the bar.



Eden James. The bar.



An internal staircase. 
Tree Sequoia, known as the “Legendary Tree”, 77,  

has worked at the Stonewall Inn for 45 years.



Ana Christina Minerly.
A boy has his picture taken in front of one of the many iconic pictures 

of the pride which happened on the day after the Stonewall riots.



The rainbow flags hanging from the ceilings. Aaron Evans.



A couple of friends -  Nicholas Vitrano and Ian Slater – ready to pay a 
visit to the bar during the gay pride week.

One of the many iconic pictures of the pride which happened 
on the day after the Stonewall riots.



Interior design. Phylis Anne Bernstein.



Rob Scheppy. Detail of a poster.



On June 24th 2016 Stonewall has become a National Monument. Nadia Lawrence.



A couple. Interior design.



Interior design. Rita Renner.



Kody Christiansen. Inside the bar. 



The toilet door sign. Sara Vissera.



Jane Mariani. Interior design.



One of the many iconic pictures of the pride which happened on the day 
after the Stonewall riots Jennifer Falotico Taylor.



Keaton Maxwell. One of the many historic photos hanging from the walls.



A copy of a vintage poster. Cody Riss.



Julian Soto. 
A couple of friends -  Nicholas Vitrano and Ian Slater – 

ready to pay a visit to the bar during the gay pride week.



The sign used by NY City police department in the ‘60s to outline 
gay bars. George Elrod. 



Efren Ramirez.
Marsha P. Jhonson - in the drawing - trans icon and activist in the 

movement for the liberation of all LGBTQ people.



In the past some explicit homosexual behaviours were punished 
with imprisonment. Grayson Cooke.



Maggie Prete. In front of the entrance of the bar.



Interior design. the wall. Phylis Anne Bernstein.
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