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Motta Camastra (Messina): tourists at the gorges of Alcantara, 
where the namesake river flows. The gorges are made of basaltic 
stone from a centuries old Etna’s lava flow.



Daily life under the highest volcano in Europe

For the ancient Greeks it was the realm of Vulcan, the god of fire. But the gigantic shape 
of Mongibello (from the Latin mons and the Arab word giabal, meaning both mountain) always 
inspired more trust than fear: the spitfire Etna - UNESCO World Heritage Site since 2013 - 
has always been considered by everybody a gentle giant in the center of the Mediterranean, 
fascinating people for seven thousand years. Nevertheless trying to stop the devastating 
lava flows which sometimes comes down the slopes of the mountain, has never been an easy 
task: even some Saints’ relics have been used in the past - and Saint Agatha’s veil once 
worked fine, they say. But during centuries lava brought more life than death. 
The city of Catania and all the villages around the Mount Etna for example, are mainly built 
with the precious basaltic stone, mined, worked and sold all over the world still today. And 
the soil around the volcano, thanks to its ashes, is quite fertile, giving excellent olive 
oil, wine, pistachio nuts, almonds, apricots, peaches and more. Tourism business is growing 
fast too: every year more than 1.5 millions people reach the summit of Etna to admire the 
powerful sight of the incandescent lava melting the snow and diving into to the beautiful 
Sicilian sea.



Mount Etna – with the village of Bronte on the left – from a southwest aerial view.



Viagrande (Catania), Etna museum: 
kids of a primary school enjoying the inner 3D movie theather.



Randazzo (Catania), what’s left of a house 
destroyed by Etna’s 1981 lava flow.



Piano Provenzana (Catania): 
skiers on the northeast side of Mount Etna.



Adrano (Catania): devotees carrying the Jesus Christ statue during the Holy Week.



Bronte (Catania): in the Pietra Rossa area, a herd of sheep is slowly going back to its fold. 
Around the slopes of Mount Etna, some forms of seasonal transhumance are still active.



Misterbianco (Catania): the main roads of the town with Mount Etna in the background. 
In the area between Mount Etna and Catania there’s a huge population density.



Mount Etna: tourists taking pictures along a lava flow 
near the Barbagallo craters, on the south slope.



Bronte (Catania): a Circumetnea train in the country with Mount Etna in the background. 
The Circumetnea is the railroad running around the Etna, surrounding it almost completely.



Catania: religious confraternities in Saint Agatha’s Cathedral 
during the celebrations of saint Agatha, patron saint of the town. 



Acitrezza (Catania): every year, the workers of Lola srl build a platform for the Summer along the volcanic coast. The platform will be removed in October. 
On the left, one of the Cyclops Stacks, huge basaltic rocks from ancient Etna’s lava flows that, according to the legend, are the stones Polyphemus threw to 
Ulysses when the latter was running away from him.



Adrano (Catania): on Easter Sunday is held a sacred performance 
called the “Diavolata” (the feast of the devils).



Aci Trezza (Catania): basalt columns emerging from the harbour. 
They’re the result of the cooling of an ancient lava flow from Mount Etna.



Mascalucia (Catania): master Gianfranco Pace, director of 
the ITKA association, leading a Tai Chi session on a lava field.



Belpasso (Catania), Etnaland amusement park: 
enjoying the attraction Love Lagoon. In the background, Mount Etna.



Linguaglossa (Catania): a group of dancers of the country 
and western school Elianto prepare to perform on a Mount Etna slope.



Nicolosi (Catania): 
a worker of the firm La Rosa & Magrì in a quarry of basaltic stone.



Belpasso (Catania): 
youngsters at the Etnapolis shopping centre.



Trecastagni (Catania). At the celebration of saint Alfio, 
during early May, a barefoot pilgrim carries a votive candle 
to the altar of the sanctuary dedicated to saints Alfio, Filadelfo and Cirino. 



Catania, Lido Le Capannine: windsurf teacher Tiziana Campo 
working with two tourists. In the background, Mount Etna.



Misterbianco (Catania). Carmelo Santonocito checking the lava of the 1669 flow, 
still burdening the mother-church of Campanarazzu, fully submerged by the lava 
in 1669 and partially recovered in 2016. The recover keeps on going.



Trecastagni (Catania). The celebration of saint Alfio, 
during early May, includes fun fair and fireworks.



Randazzo (Catania): a kiss before taking the Circumetnea train 
leading to Adrano and Catania. The Circumetnea is the railroad 
running around the Etna, surrounding it almost completely.



Castiglione di Sicilia (Catania): 
three members of the Picciolo Golf Club, and Mount Etna in the background.



Viagrande (Catania), Etna Museum: 
two teachers watching a picture under the statue of cyclope Polyphemus. In the Greek mythology 
Polyphemus, a one-eyed giant used to throw stones and rocks around, symbolised Mount Etna.
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