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Geneva (Switzerland), headquarters 
of the association of social action 
Carrefour-Rue: people queueing for 
their lunch during a party for 
people in poverty and homeless



In Switzerland, according to Caritas, more than a person out of ten 
live under the poverty threshold. Half of these people live in extreme 
poverty. It’s quite uncommon to have ‘Switzerland’ and ‘poverty’ in the 
same sentence, but poverty in this rich country exists, it’s a fact. In 
great cities like Zürich, Geneva, Bern, Basel and in other towns there are 
many organizations helping homeless people, collecting food and garments 
for the poorest, giving assistance to unmarried mothers, unemployed and 
retired persons. Other charitable entities support the ‘working poors’, 
those who can’t make a decent living out of their full time jobs – something 
relatively new for Switzerland, a very wealthy but also a very expensive 
country. The Swiss government offers an efficient subsidies system from 
years, but it’s only from 2012 that poverty has been officially identified 
as a problem and, despite government’s efforts, it keeps on growing. Maybe 
it’s because in Switzerland poverty is a no-no topic. It’s something to 
hide, to yourself and to the whole society.



Zürich (Switzerland), 
view of the city at dawn 



Zürich (Switzerland), Sabina Usai, 41 yo, guest 
for the night in the Pfuusbus, a coach with tent 
where homeless people can safely sleep. Sabina 
was born in Milan, Italy, but always lived in 
Switzerland, at Yverdon-les-Bains. She’s HIV 
positive, and receive an invalidity pension 

since she was 9 because of a motorcycle accident



Geneva (Switzerland), workers 
of a public company lead by 
the Unia union demonstrate to 
ask better working conditions



Winterthur (Switzerland), two homeless 
persons check their e-mail near their beds 
for the night in the headquarters of the 
association Fingerprint, founded by Stephan 
Maag to help poors and homeless people



Zürich (Switzerland), Giuseppe Scardino, 
81 yo from Sicily, Italy, but in 
Switzerland from 51 years, check the 
garbage bins trying to find fruit and 
vegetables still good to eat



Geneva (Switzerland), some 
containers of Eureka, a village 
for homeless people built by 
the association of social 
action Carrefour-Rue



Zürich (Switzerland), Oliver, 55 
yo, homeless, in the headquarters 
of Surprise, a magazine written and 
sold by homeless people. Oliver is 
a Surprise contributor since 1999. 
He’s signing the copies of the 
magazine he will sell on the road



Zürich (Switzerland), a 
man at work along the 

railway in the NorthWest 
suburb of the town



Chiasso (Switzerland), Bruna 
Bernasconi and Monica Thale (left) 
of the Tavolino Magico  association 
collect food for the poorest at the 
exit of the Serfontana mall



Winterthur (Switzerland), a homeless man in 
the room where he slept in the headquarters 
of the association Fingerprint, founded by 
Stephan Maag to help poors and homeless people



Vernier (Geneva, Switzerland), a 
man walking in the great, popular 
district of Le Lignon, a multiracial 
place considered rough by many



Geneva (Switzerland), poor 
and homeless persons having 

lunch in the garden of 
the association of social 

action Carrefour-Rue



Geneva (Switzerland), a man feeding seagulls near 
the “Bateau Genève”, a boat where every morning a 
breakfast is served to poor and homeless persons



Geneva (Switzerland), David Viry, 80 yo, 
at the soup kitchen Jardin Montbrillant, 

managed by the association of social 
action Carrefour-Rue. David was born in 

Israel, but lived in Switzerland from over 
50 years. He worked at the UN, and with 
his pension he can now barely survive



Geneva (Switzerland), the so-
called ‘Club Med’, a summer 

village for poor and homeless 
persons managed by the association 

of social action Carrefour-Rue



Geneva (Switzerland), queueing at 
the “Bateau Genève”, a boat where 
every morning a breakfast is served 
to poor and homeless persons



Geneva (Switzerland), a 
homeless man sleeping out of 
the Geneva railway station



Geneva (Switzerland), Nataniel Burner, 
44 yo, near some containers of Noe, a 
village for homeless persons built by the 
association of social action Carrefour-Rue. 
Nataniel lived homeless for five years, now 
lives in Noe, does odd jobs to survive and 
in 2016 will be father for the first time



Geneva (Switzerland), a man 
choosing some free garments 

at the Vestiaire Social 
managed by Caritas and Centre 

Social Protestant (CSP)



Lugano (Switzerland), a man walking in 
the popular district of Pregassona. 
On the background, a council house 



Geneva (Switzerland), Michael “Misha” 
Bandler, 60 yo, born in Geneva, watching the 

tv at La Coulou, a house for the homeless 
people managed by association of social 

action Carrefour-Rue. Michael is unemployed 
and lives at La Coulou from two years
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