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HIsS NAME ONCE WAS RAUL

ATHER WAS A MUSLIM FROM JORDAN

IER IN THE CUBAN ARMY, A

’DENTIST, IS A DESCENDANT

E STOPPED HIS STUDIES AT 12, AND

THE BORDER OF SOCIETY: HE SPENT

ARS LIVING ON FRAUDS AND THEFTS,
UTES FOR TOURISTS AND BEING ON DRUGS
BEFORE BECOMING A MUSLIM HE JOINED A
SO BECAME AN IMPORTANT MEMBER OF

MET ISLAM THROUGH A CALIFORNIAN

AND THE SUBSEQUENT MEETINGS WITH
COMMUNITY LED HIM EVENTUALLY TO HIS
013 HE WENT TO STUDY THEOLOGY IN NEW
DELHI, INDIA AND IN DHAKA, BANGLADESH




ACCORDING TO A RECENT, YET UNOFFICIAL, SURVEY, THE CUBAN MUSLIM COMMUNITY SHOULD COUNT AROUND 4,000 PEOPLE,
MOST OF THEM CONVERTED IN RECENT YEARS. RAuL CASTRO’S GOVERNMENT IS IN FACT MORE FLEXIBLE NOT JUST IN TERMS
OF DIPLOMATIC AND TRADE RELATIONS, BUT ALSO IN TERMS OF FREEDOM OF BELIEF. THIS RESULTED IN A SMOOTHER

APPROACH TO RELIGIONS.

THE IsLAMIC ENCLAVE IN CUBA HAS RECENTLY GROWN BIGGER IN TERMS OF NEW CONVERSIONS, EVEN IF MANY OF THEM,
ESPECIALLY AMONG WOMEN, OCCURRED TO COMPLY WITH THE ISLAMIC PRECEPT WHICH FORBIDS MUSLIMS TO MARRY NON-

MUSLIM WOMEN — SO IT’S NOT ALWAYS A CHOICE OF FAITH.

IN JuLy 2015, 1N HAVANA VIEJA, WHERE ONCE WAS AN AUTOMOBILE MUSEUM, A MOSQUE WHERE CUBAN MUSLIMS COULD PRAY

WAS FINALLY BUILT.

THERE'S SOMEONE, LIKE TURKISH PRESIDENT ERDOGAN, ARGUING ISLAM ARRIVED ON THE ISLAND WELL BEFORE CHRISTOPHER
COLUMBUS: FASCINATING THESIS, BUT ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO PROVE. ISLAM BEGAN TO BE PRESENT IN CUBA DURING THE
70s AND 80S OF LAST CENTURY, WHILE A REAL DIFFUSION OCCURRED BETWEEN THE LATE 90S AND THE BEGINNING OF THE
NEW MILLENNIUM WITH THE ARRIVAL OF PAKISTANI AND YEMENI STUDENTS REACHING CUBA TO STUDY AFTER SOME AGREEMENTS
BETWEEN THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT AND SEVERAL MIDDLE EAST COUNTRIES. MANY CUBANS WERE ATTRACTED BY THE SENSE OF
BROTHERHOOD THEY COULD SENSE IN THE ISLAMIC STUDENTS ' COMMUNITIES, AS LOCALS ARE ALWAYS TRYING TO ESCAPE A
FRUSTRATING FATE OR (AND) A BORDERLINE LIFE. LIKE OTHER RELIGIONS DO, ISLAM GREW UP AND SPREAD AMONG THE
POOREST, THOSE WHO SEE RELIGIOUS PRACTICES AS A SOCIAL REDEMPTION, A CHANCE TO BE PART OF A COMMUNITY VERY

DIFFERENT FROM THE SOCIALIST ONE, WHOSE VALUES AREN’'T SHARED BY THE MAJORITY OF THE CUBAN POPULATION ANYMORE.

A LATENT ISLAMOPHOBIA EXISTS, IN CUBA, AND SOMETIMES IT PRODUCES DISCRIMINATION AGAINST MusLIMS. AFTER
THEIR CONVERSION TO ISLAM, SOME CUBANS HAVE EVEN LOST THEIR JOBS, AND OBVIOUSLY THE REASONS GIVEN FOR THOSE

LAYOFFS HIDE THE TRUE MOTIVATIONS. BUT THE ISLAM WORLD KEEPS GROWING EVEN UNDER THE CARIBBEAN PALM TREES.



ALI HAMADSI ON

HABANA VIEJA. ALI

A FEW YEARS, IS A MUSICIA

FORMER RAPPER, AND SHARE HIS FLAT
WITH OTHER TWO MUSLIM PERSONS
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THE HOUSE WHERE SHE LIVES NOW, IN

' THE POOR SALARY SHE PREFERS T0 S
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AND GOT MARRIED THE VERY SAME DAY THEY e
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IN A SUBURB OF HAVANA IN FRONT OF A
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MUHAMMED ALI, ONCE ROEL ARSI SAMBRA,
SINFUEGO. HE WORKS IN A “FINCA” (A FARM)

BUT ALSO SELLS CHICKENS HE’'S RAISING AT THE
SINFUEGO MARKET. BEFORE BECOMING A MUSLIM HE
WANTED TO BECOME A PRIEST, AND SPENT SOME
TIME AS A PRESEMINARIAN IN SINFUEGO CATHEDRAL
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MARIAN ALI WITH HER DAUGHTER AMINA IN THE
HOUSE IN SANTA CLARA WHERE SHE LIVES WITH
HER HUSBAND MUHAMMED ALI, A LABOURER AFTER
SEVERAL YEARS WORKING IN A HOSPITAL. MARIAN
IS 30 YO, WITH HER HUSBAND HAS TWO CHILDREN
AND BOTH FINISHED THEIR HIGH SCHOOL
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AKA RAFAEL GARCIA,
MISJA AND HIS NEPHE

JOVELLANO,

VARADERO. :
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BEFOR,EE,:E-BeRYfNG IN THE “MUSALLA” OF
MUHAMMED. ISA IN CRUCE
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AMINA ALI IN THE GARDEN OF
HOUSE OF SANTA CLARA WHERE
SHE LIVES WITH HER FAMILY




SUNSET PRAY IN A GARDEN OF HAVANA




YAHYA, FORMERLY KNOWN AS JUAN
ENRIQUE GLER, WAS BORN IN y y
CAMAGUEY WHERE HE STILL LIVES. 7 4
HE WAS AN HIGH SCHOOL HISTORY

TEACHER, NOW IS RETIRED AND HAVE
TO WORK AS A SHOESHINE TO LIVE:
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HASSAN JAN AND HIS SON AT THE C
CLARA. HASSAN, ONCE FROILAN REYES, IS 4
D TO SHAVANA, CONVERTED AFTER HIM. THEY
\ISMAEL, 12, AND AINA, 16, BOTH STUDEN
SOUND TECHNICIAN AT THE UNIVERSITY OF SAN
ER HIS CONVERSION HE HAS BEEN MORE AND
SED UNTIL H ST HIS JOB. DISCRIMINATION
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THERE'S NOTHING AGAINST THEM. EVEN HASSAN MET ISLAM AFTER

AN ENCOUNTER, WITH SOME PAKISTANI STUDENT. HE NOW RUNS A 'S h

PRINTING BUSINESS THROUGH HIS PC AND TRADES IN ELECTRONICS,
GARMENTS, SHOES AND WHATEVER HAPPEN TO BE AVAILABLE
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