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Castelnuovo dei Sabbioni, Tuscany: abandoned in 
the 70s of last century because of a soil erosion 
caused by the underlying mine of brown coal



After the Second World War, the Italian territory begun to be sistematically abandoned. 
The need of a job, politics and infrastructures favouring urban settlements and 
natural causes produced a progressive, definitive abandon of many villages.

The Italian Revenue Agency recently conducted a research called “Ghost houses”, to 
give a reliable image of this abandon: over a million of unregistered properties 
were found. A lot of them are old farmhouses in small, forgotten places, but there 
is also a huge number of deserted villages, often not even marked on maps. With the 
help of Google Earth, more than 1500 abandoned villages have been mapped, but other 
sources say they are more than 5000: an impressive amount, depicting the magnitude 
of the depopulation and consequent urbanisation that changed Italian history.

Our tour goes through the whole country, from Alps to Sicily, to tell the stories 
of this abandoned side of the nation.



Roscigno Vecchia, Campania: Giuseppe Spagnuolo is 
the only resident left in the village, abandoned 
in the early 1900s for an impending landslide



Villaggio Asproni, Sardegna: this village 
was built to host the miners working in the 
near mine. It was abandoned when the mine was 
closed in the second half of the 1900s



Craco, Basilicata: the abandon started in 1963, 
caused by a landslide. Last residents left in 1981



Poggioreale, Sicily: abandoned 
after the earthquake of the Belice 
valley took place in 1968



Sardinia: houses of one of the miners’ 
villages around the mine of Montevecchio. 
They were abandoned after the mine was 
closed in the 80’s of last century



Villaggio Righi, Sardinia:  Carmelo worked 
at Montevecchio’s mine. He lived in the 
Righi village, abandoned after the mine was 
closed in the 80’s of last century



Consonno, Lombardy: this village was abandoned 
in 1962 to be transformed in a fun resort, 
and then the place was abandoned again as a 

landslide crushed the road to access it



Toiano, Tuscany: abandoned during the 
second half of last century except for a 
family including a mother and her son



Brondino, Piedmont: Pietro Brondino was 
the last inhabitant of this village.
He died about twenty years ago



Rocca Calascio, Abruzzi: the higher part of 
the village, around the rock, was abandoned in 
1703 because of an earthquake. The lower part 
was abandoned in the 50’s of last century



Monterano, Lazio: abandoned in 1799 
after a pillage made by the French army



Col di Favilla, Tuscany: abandoned in 1960 
when the construction of an alternative road 
isolated the area from commercial traffic



Borgate di Massello, Piedmont: residents 
left the village after the Second World 
War to get a job and live in near cities



Villaggio Asproni, Sardinia: this village was 
built to host the miners working in the near 

mine, and abandoned when the mine was closed in 
the second half of the 1900s. Today some houses 

are used by shepherds to host their animals



Mine of Montevecchio, Sardinia: 
closed in 1991, causing the abandon 

of the near miners’ villages



Scurati, Sicily: abandoned in the 
50’s of last century, now is the set 

of living nativity scenes



Borgo Schirò, Sicily: built during the 
fascist regime, was completely abandoned in 
2000, when even the priest left the church



San Paolo in Alpe, Emilia Romagna: abandoned like 
other small communities in the National Park of 
Foreste Casentinesi in the 60’s of last century 
– people moved to the cities to live and work



Porence, Piedmont: this man is back to live in 
Porence, with his wife and daughter. The village was 

completely abandoned because of urbanisation



Toiano, Tuscany: abandoned during the 
second half of last century except for a 
family including a mother and her son



Carbonera, Venice lagoon: this island, and many other in 
the area, followed a similar destiny: from Navy radio 
station to private property to end in complete abandon



Buel del Lovo, Venice lagoon: this island, and 
many other in the area, followed a similar destiny: 
from location of Navy batteries to hosting fishing 
facilities to end in complete abandon



Borgo Schirò, Siciliy: built during the 
fascist regime, was completely abandoned in 
2000, when even the priest left the church



Pentedattilo, Calabria: abandoned 
during the 60’s of last century 
– residents moved to the coast



Isola Santa, Tuscany: the costruction of the 
near dam in 1949 damaged the stability of the 
village, completely abandoned in 1975



Brondino, Piedmont: Pietro Brondino was 
the last inhabitant of this village.
He died about twenty years ago



Monteruga, Puglia: built during the 
fascist regime, it was completely 
abandoned in the 80’s of last century



Roghudi, Calabria: abandoned in 1973 
after two devastating floods



Poggioreale, Sicily: abandoned 
after the earthquake of the Belice 
valley took place in 1968
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