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St Helena island. Passengers of the RMS St 
Helena in the customs hall in the port area 
of Jamestown, the island’s main village



St. Helena: a little more than a rock that stands in the middle of the South Atlantic, 
rising from a depth of almost five thousand meters, halfway between the coasts of Africa 
and those of South America. Four thousand people live on the island: the descendants of 
the first English settlers, of the Chinese laborers who came from the Maldives, of the 
liberated slaves from Madagascar and the Gulf of Guinea. 

In their own way, four thousand exiles who ignored the use of cell phones until two 
years ago, and somehow live in a society frozen in time and share the same fate of 
Napoleon, who was deported to the island in 1815, and spent here as a prisoner the last 
six years of his life.

In a way, it was easier to get to St. Helena two centuries ago than it is today: back 
then, the island was a natural port of call for the many vessels crossing the Atlantic 
from the Cape of Good Hope to the Americas. Today, there is only one way to get to St. 
Helena, or to leave: the Saturday flight from Johannesburg, a service which started in 
late 2017, when the island’s airport was finally opened after a disastrous and lenghty 
test process.

And even before that, the island’s only connection to the world was the RMS St Helena, 
the last mail ship on Her Majesty's service, which run from Cape Town and anchored off 
the impervious cliffs – since there is not a port – roughly once a month. The ship used 
to bring goods, food, letters from distant relatives, the abundant alcohol that is 
consumed in the island’s three pubs, the hope of salvation for those who were ill and 
had to be evacuated, the bodies of those who hadn’t made it and were taken back to their 
prison island to be buried. The ship was decommissioned in 2018, and now her task is 
performed by the airplane.

Some have called Saint Helena the last paradise lost. But (plane or ship) the majority 
of its inhabitants seem to agree more with Napoleon, who of his stay here wrote, “it is 
a daily death”.



St Helena island, Jamestown. People walk 
on Main street past a Napoleon statue on 

the terrace of the Consulate hotel



St Helena island, Jamestown. A woman 
walks in the now abandoned ancient 
military garrison on top of Ladder Hill



St. Helena island. The South 
Western coast seen from the top of 
Blue Hill on a stormy day



St Helena island. One of the passengers 
just disembarked from the RMS St Helena 
sits on his transport on the wharf of 
Jamestown, the island’s main village



St Helena island, Jamestown. Mike Olsson, a Swede who settled 
on the island in the 1980s after marrying a St Helenian, is 
the founder of Saint FM, the island’s only independent radio 
station. Even though he sold the company’s shares to the 
people for a nominal fee and turned Saint FM into a community 
radio, he still reads the local news at least once a day



St. Helena island, Farm Lodge. Stephen Biggs, a British 
man who worked as a purser on board the RMS St Helena and 

settled on the island after retirement, with his 1971 
Rolls-Royce, which he has not used for over one year 

because of a faulty brake which is too expensive to replace



St Helena island, Jamestown. A woman talks on 
the phone in a booth in front of the public 
library. The island has no cellphone service, 
and most communications are on local landlines



St Helena island, Jamestown. The Counselors, or Ministers, attend 
their weekly meeting in the Legislative Council’s meeting room in the 
Castle. The island has a Governor appointed by the Queen on advice 
of the British government, and is basically run like a state, with a 
cabinet of 15 Ministers, whose power, however, is mostly symbolic



St. Helena island, Hutt’s Gate. Raymond 
Isaac, AKA “Jesus”, is a farmer. At 60, 
he is one of the few St Helenians who grow 
vegetables and fruits for self sustainance



St Helena island, Jamestown. South African workers employed at the 
airport construction site play pool at the White Horse Tavern, one of 
the island’s three pubs, on a Friday night. The airport, which is due 
for completion in 2016, is being built by a South African contractor



St Helena island. The RMS St Helena anchored in the bay of 
Jamestown, the island’s main village. Since the town has no 
dock, the ship stays anchored for the time needed to offload all 
cargo, an operation that sometimes takes up to three days. One 
of St Helenians’ favorite hangouts is the Mule Yard (right), a 
pub where they gather for a drink after a day at work



St. Helena island, Longwood. The entrance of Longwood House, the former 
British vice Governor’s residence which was used to house Napoleon 

from late 1815. The former Emperor spent the last six years of his life 
here as a prisoner. He died in his bedroom on May 5th, 1821. His 

body was taken back to France in 1840 and interred at Les Invalides



St. Helena island. Keith Yon, a South African longtime 
resident, on his fishing boat Starlite during a day out 

fishing. Although small-scale tuna fishing is the 
island’s main business, it is still practiced on small boats 

with a crew of one or two. The first commercial fishing 
boat was purchased by a local cooperative only in 2013



St. Helena island. A man cleans his car in Deadwood Plain. Many 
St Helenians, especially the expats who have earned good salaries 

working abroad, spend their money on sports cars, even though it is 
hard to find a suitable road where to drive them all over the island



St Helena island, Jamestown. A men’s 
hairdresser salon along Main Street



St Helena island, Jamestown. People gathered 
in front of the White Horse Tavern, one of the 
island’s three pubs, on a Saturday night



St. Helena island, Briars Pavillion. Michel 
Martineau is the French honorary consul, in 
charge of taking care of France’s properties 

on the island, which were inherited or 
purchased by Paris in the late 1800s. Among 
those is Briars Pavillion, the house where 

Napoleon spent the first months on St Helena



St Helena island, Jamestown. People at a tea 
party thrown by Patsy Flagg at her house. Mrs 
Flagg is famous on the island for her parties, 
during which she raises money for charity



St Helena island. The RMS St Helena anchored in the bay 
of Jamestown, the island’s main village. Since the town 
has no dock, the ship stays anchored for the time needed 
to offload all cargo, an operation that sometimes takes 
up to three days. One of St Helenians’ favorite hangouts 
is the Mule Yard, a pub overlooking the bay, where they 
gather for a drink after a day at work



St Helena island, Jamestown. A press still used 
to stamp official documents is kept in a storage 

room belonging to the Governor’s office



St. Helena island, Longwood. Colin Corker, 
a taxi driver, still takes his passengers 
on the 1920s Chevrolet which was purchased 
and taken to the island by his father



St. Helena island, Sandy Bay. A few years ago, six cannons, 
probably British and dating back to the 18th Century, 
were found on this beach, where the British built a 
fortified structure between 1695-1742. The cannons, in the 
words of one St Helenian, were too heavy to be transported 
elsewhere, so they were simply left on the beach



St. Helena island, St Pauls. People attend 
a funeral service at St. Paul’s Cathedral
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