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National headquarters of popular saint 
Gauchito Gil at km 42 of the Ruta 
Provincial 210 in Alejandro Korn, a 
suburb of Buenos Aires. In the great 
barn there’s the icon of Gauchito, 
where devotees gather to pray



From the suburbs of Buenos Aires to the most isolated Pampas’ areas, a few words sound 
loud across Argentina: ”Gracias, Gauchito Gil!”. The veneration of the legendary hero 
of the Paraguayan War (1864-1870), a man who came from a rural life to end being de-
capitated by the Liberal Party, is revealing something deeper and more complex than 
the umpteenth popular expression of the Santa Muerte cult. In his time, Antonio Gil 
became a legend stealing livestock from the rich and giving it to the poorest, giving 
miraculous healings and deserting a conflict imposed by the elites of the Plata states 
and their hegemonic wills. Today, his cult talks about the hope for redemption of the 
people severely hit by the economical crises. The interests that led Argentina, Brasil 
and Uruguay to declare war on Paraguay until its defeat had, and have now, just one 
victim: all the people of South America, decimated in the name of the free market and 
condemned to pay with their life the dream of having a different future. That’s what 
happened to Antonio Gil, in the end: decapitated for his insubordination, but still 
alive in the heart of those who keep on believing in sacrifice and in the miraculous 
power of pure souls. Corrientes, El Chaco, Missione: more and more provinces are won 
by the revenant Santo (Saint) of Pay Ubre, at a point that other South American coun-
tries already opened their doors to him, announced by the independence symbol of the 
red flag and wild horses running to reach the horizon. The Catholic Church starts to 
worry about this wider and wider cult complete with temples, altars and costumes, and 
gathering a growing number of gauchillos ready for a revolution.

Every year, on January 8th, there’s a new epiphany: thousands of devotees goes the 
sanctuary near Mercedes, where Antonio Gil is said to have been killed, praying near 
the cross and asking for a grace, all sure they will see their redemption. Toni Mene-
guzzo followed Gil’s path, seeing when legend gives room to hard reality, and even the 
Catholic Church can’t do nothing but raise its arms.

A legendary hero of the past revives and fuels today’s hopes in South America.



A religious centre dedicated to the 
popular saints San La Muerte and 
Gauchito Gil at El Campito della 
Carolina, a suburb of Buenos Aires. 
The centre includes a dancefloor where 
the devotees can dance the Chamamé, a 
typical gaucho dance derived from polka



A religious centre dedicated to 
the popular saints San La Muerte 
and Gauchito Gil at El Campito 
della Carolina, a suburb of Buenos 
Aires. A devotee in a praying hall 
dedicated to San La Muerte



The room of the curandero, the local 
shaman working in the name of Guachito 
Gil in Mercedes, in the province of 
Corrientes. The room is fully covered 
with red cloths: red is the official 
color of the popular saint, taken 
from Garibaldi troops’ red uniforms 
during the Expedition of the Thousand



A devotee of Gauchito Gil and San 
La Muerte portraited between the 
icons of the two popular saints in 
the religious centre dedicated to 
them at El Campito della Carolina, 
a suburb of Buenos Aires



National headquarters of popular saint 
Gauchito Gil at km 42 of the Ruta Provincial 
210 in Alejandro Korn, a suburb of Buenos 
Aires. An immense hall filled with ex voto, 
serving as praying hall and as waiting room 
to meet the curandero, the shaman curing 
people in the name of Gauchito Gil



Two young devotees dancers of the Chamamé, 
a typical gaucho dance derived from polka, 
in the religious centre at El Campito 
della Carolina, a suburb of Buenos Aires



A shamanic centre dedicated 
to the popular saint San La 
Muerte, offering traditional 
healing. It’s one of its kind, 
with its peculiar mosaic made 
with reflective tiles



A couple of devotees dancers of the 
Chamamé, a typical gaucho dance derived 
from polka, in the religious centre at El 
Campito della Carolina, a suburb of Buenos 
Aires. The styling is their genuine own



A devotee of Gauchito Gil in the ranch of El 
Yaguarì, in the province of Corrientes. This man 
is on his way to the great celebration of the 
popular saint, held every year on January 8th in 
Mercedes and gathering no less than 25,000 persons 
 



A young devotee of Gauchito 
Gil in the votive candles 
room of the religious centre 
at El Campito della Carolina, 
a suburb of Buenos Aires



A banner used by devotees of Gauchito 
Gil during the January 8th celebrations 
(his death anniversary) in Mercedes



A gaucho wearing his typical 
costume for the celebration of 
the Cordero at Curuzù Cuatià, 
in the province of Corrientes



A devotee of the popular saint San 
La Muerte in front of the chapel 
dedicated to him at Empredado, 
province of Corrientes. She’s also 
the keeper of the chapel



Father and son devotees of 
Gauchito Gil. They arrived in 
Mercedes after a three days 
ride and are now ready for the 
celebration of the popular saint 
held every year on January 8th



A shaman’s apprentice posing in 
front of her religious centre in San 
Vicente, a suburb of Buenos Aires
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