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A man from Cotonou who came to Ouidah 
for the twins celebration carrying 
the statuette of his dead twin



In the part of Africa between Nigeria and Benin, especially among Fon, Ewe 
and Yoruba population, there is the highest natural twin birthrate in the 
world. In other African areas, a mother who birthed two twins was accused to 
have had intercourses with spirits and then killed with her babies. But in the 
region facing the Gulf of Guinea, twin births are considered lucky, positive 
events, and a syncretistic cult of twins, with altars and offers to be made, 
has been built. If one of the twins die, the mother carves a statuette in 
his/her memory. Nobody will consider that twin dead, he just ‘left for the 
forest’. Dead twins are often identified with the monkeys living in the forest 
sacred to the voodoo divinities, while their mothers keep the statues as real 
children, taking care of them as they were still present in the family.



The procession to the twins altar 
at the Ouidah market during the 

celebration of the dead twins, held on 
twins saints Cosmas and Damian’s day



Geraldine Adjovi breastfeeding her 
three 14 months old twins: Jean 

Claude, Jean Luc and Jean Jacques



A couple of ‘Revennants’ twins in a Porto Novo street. 
The Revennants (literally: those who come back) are the 

incarnation of the deads coming back to Earth during 
specific ceremonies. Their cult has Yoruba origin 

– the original name is Egungun – but it covers Benin’s 
territories where the Fon ethnic group live



Celina Latè had her twins Lionne and 
Christelle a week earlier. In the 

picture, she’s posing with them and 
her other 8 years old twins 



A pregnant woman expecting two twins. 
She carries the statuettes of some 
dead twins of her family too



The Catholic cathedral of Ouidah. At 
the Mass of the dead twins celebration 
day, many women follow the service 
carrying their twins’ statuettes, 
emphasising the syncretism of the cult



At the Mass of the dead twins celebration 
day many women follow the service 
carrying their twins’ statuettes, 

emphasising the syncretism of the cult



Ritual offerings at the twins 
altar in the market of Ouidah: 
it’s the day celebrating the 
dead twins, dedicated to the 
twins saints Cosmas and Damian



The celebration to honour newborn twins Lionne and 
Christelle at the evangelic church of Jehovah’s witnesses. 
Here we see the older twin brothers of the two while their 
mother, Celine Laté, wasn’t allowed in the church as she is 
on her period and therefore considered impure



The offering for the ceremony to honour 
the twins Lionne and Christelle at the 
evangelic church of Jehovah’s witnesses



An elderly woman at the twins 
celebration with the twins statuettes 
of her family she is in charge of



Alphonse Makou is a sculptor 
based in Ouidah. Many families 
ask him to carve the statuettes 
picturing their dead twins



A young girl with a statuette 
representing her dead twin 

sister during the twins 
celebration day in Ouidah



A statue of a Legba in the sacred forest 
of Kpasse in Ouidah. Legba is the voodoo 
divinity mediating between human beings 
and the world. It’s easily recognisable 
from his great phallus and it’s usually 
located at the crossings and at the 
entrance of houses and public buildings. 
According to the twins cult, dead twins 
are believed to become monkeys and then 
live in sacred forest like these ones



Yves Agassou is an important priest of Cové. 
His ritual name is Hounon Gan Wodé. Many 
divinities are present in his temple, and 
there’s also an altar dedicated to twins. 
There is also a couple of twins among his 
followers (in the low part of the picture)



Shiacapeo Papassi is a 
voodoo priestess living 
in the village of Pahou. 
In her house she keeps an 
altar dedicated to all the 
twins born and dead in her 
family. Many people has a 
similar altar and use it 
to ask for graces



Solange Chibozo bathing the statuettes 
of eleven dead twins of her family. 
She takes care of all of them,
and she even celebrated a wedding 
between two couples of statuettes



Gisele Assogba bathing the statuettes
of the dead twins she takes care of:
Cosma, Damien, Felicien e Feliok



The sign of the clinic ‘Les 
Beaux Bebes’ in Ouidah, 
specialized on births



The birth of a twin
in the Ouidah hospital
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