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G U I N E A - B I S S A U

“SAUDADE”
BISSAU



When during Fifteenth century the Portuguese fleet begun to sail the Atlantic ocean, Guinea coasts 
were among the first territories to be explored, and in 1446 Portugal declared them as its own 
possession. The real colonisation started a lot later, and it was the result of endless conflicts 
– mostly with other European nations. Guinea’s indipendence came quite late too, in 1974, after a
long war of liberation and the fall of authoritarian Salazar’s regime in Portugal.
As often happens, the hopes of the young nation wrecked into a long line of military coups and
in-fightings, with the country becoming one of the most important hubs of international drug
trafficking.

All of this concerned just the political-military elite, anyway, while the rest of the people kept 
on living their life in misery and apathy to political events.

Visiting Guinea Bissau today means to enter a timeless world. A place where colonialism’s ruins 
and great proclaims of equality blend in with ancestral rituals, loosing themselves in a complex 
country eternally balanced between sea and land. A place where tides rhythm drive inhabitants’ sweet 
melancholic mood, a kind of ‘saudade’ hitting even the most superficial, disenchanted traveler. 



The statue of Portuguese explorer Diogo 
Cão left on the walls of the abandoned 
Portuguese fort in the city of Cacheu



A ‘Vaca Bruto’ mask dancing during 
a male initiation on the island of 
Uno, in the Bijagos archipelago



The ruins of the governor palace on the 
island of Bolama, in the Bijagos archipelago. 
It was built when Bolama was the capital of 

the Portuguese colony from 1879 to 1941



Augusto Fernandes Pereira, king of the Orango 
island in the Bijagos archipelago, going to the 

thatched hut where the graves of his ancestors are



A woman carrying a kettle on her 
head. Inside the kettle there are 
some fishes she caught in a pond 
in the South of the country A man of Bissau



A green sea turtle just reached a beach 
of the island of João Viera, in the 
Bijagos Archipelago, to lay its eggs



Young men on the dock of the island of 
Bolama, in the Bijagos archipelago, where 
the namesake city, the first capital of 

the Portuguese colony, is located



A cow arranged in a public trasport 
vehicle in the village of Varela



A ‘Vaca Bruto’ mask dancing during 
a male initiation on the island
of Uno, in the Bijagos archipelago



A man of the Felupe ethnic group at the 
entrance of his hut in the vlllage of Elia



A monument ordered by Mussolini to the Italian 
victims of the air crash happened in 1931 in 

Bolama, in the Bijagos archipelago, during the 
transatlantic flight Rome-Rio de Janeiro



Pelicans flying in the Bijagos archipelago



Augusto Fernandes Pereira, king of the 
Orango island in the Bijagos archipelago



What remains of a huge kapock tree 
is now a kind of a sculpture



An old, abandoned ferry-boat in the harbour of Cacheu



Ritual scarifications on the chest 
of young man in the village of 
Botai on the Caravela island in the 
archipelago of Bijagos



A girl cumbing a friend’s hair in front of her 
colonial house in Bolama, the capital of the 
Portuguese colony in the Bijagos archipelago 
until 1941, when the capital became Bissau



A rusty cannon and frangipane flowers 
on the walls of the abandoned 
Portuguese fort in the city of Cacheu



A mural of a restaurant on 
the dock of Cacheu
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