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The church of San Giuseppe



Gibellina Nuova was created in contrada Salinella, 
Salemi, approximately 20 km from the old town of 
Gibellina, destroyed by the Belice earthquake in 
January 1968. Senator Ludovico Corrao, former mayor 
of Gibellina, asked several artists to install works 
of art in the town under construction. Alberto Burri, 
Pietro Consagra, Mimmo Paladino, Arnaldo Pomodoro are 
only some of numerous artists who took part in the 
project “city-outdoor museum”. Significant funds were 
also allocated for the reconstruction of Gibellina.
  
Corrao, murdered in 2011 by an employee of Bengalese 
origins, was a peculiar character, known for being 
“an anticonformist genius”. In the 1960s he moved from 
the Italian Democratic Party to the Communist Party.  
Gibellina continues to be a strategic town for its 
position – very close to the motorway, close to 
the beach and a few kilometres from Castelvetrano, 
hometown of the fugitive Cosa Nostra boss Matteo 
Messina Denaro. Today many works are being renovated 
and others have never been completed giving the 
impression that Gibellina is a partially abandoned 
surreal place. How do the citizens of Gibellina Nuova 
live? Particularly the elderly who have left their 
houses destroyed by the earthquake and the youth who 
were born here? 



The installation ‘Ascoltare’ by
Tommaso Palermo and Giuseppe Albanese



‘Montagna di Sale’, a work of art by Mimmo
Paladino at the Orestiadi foundation



Mrs Navarra before the ‘Torre Civica’,
a work of art by Alessandro Mendini 



Fontana’, a work of art by Andrea Cascella



Michele Calamia between ‘Omaggio a Tommaso
Campanella’, a work of art by Mimmo Rotella (left)
and ‘Torre Civica’ by Alessandro Mendini (right)



The cupola of the Chiesa Madre designed
by the architect Ludovico Quaroni



Nunzio Ippolito before ‘Città di Tebe’, a
work of art that Pietro Consagra has created
for the performance of Oedipus the King 



The sculpture ‘Ingresso al
Belice’ by Pietro Consagra



Ciccio Ala before an arch moved
from Gibellina vecchia (the old
town) to Gibellina nuova (the new
town) in the ‘Sistema delle Piazze’
by Franco Purini and Laura Thermes



‘Labirinto’, a work of art by Nino Franchina



Serena Pirrello before the cupola of the Chiesa
Madre designed by the architect Ludovico Quaroni



‘Scultura’, a work of
art by Fausto Melotti



Giulio Ippolito, vice-president of the Orestiadi foundation,
and Mimmo Paladino’s work of art ‘Montagna di Sale’



‘Tavolo dell’Alleanza’, a work
of art by Igino Legnaghi



Aldo Leone before ‘Aratro’ Arnaldo,
a work of art by Pomodoro



The cupola of the Chiesa Madre
designed by the architect Ludovico Quaroni



Vito Tritico at the ‘Sistema delle Piazze’
by Franco Purini and Laura Thermes
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