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Andrea at the beach, Portoscuso. The data in the report on poverty and social exclusion in 
Sardinia, produced by Caritas, are alarming. In 2013, the youth unemployment rate in the province 
of Carbonia-Iglesias reached 73.9 per cent, and is the highest among all Italian provinces.



Sulcis-Iglesiente (Sardinia, Italy) is among the most economically depressed areas in all of Europe: of 
its 130 thousand inhabitants, 30,000 are unemployed 

In the 1920s, mining prospered in the province: 94 mines were in operation, employing almost 
15,000 people

In the second half of the last century, the mines and the numerous industrial areas were gradually 
abandoned until operations almost completely stopped

The province has been the scene of fierce workers’ struggles protesting mass redundancies and 
political promises that have never been honoured
  
Today, the balance sheet of the mining era is a tragic failure: not only in terms of unemployment, 
but the serious legacy of a devastated and heavily polluted territory, to the point of preventing the 
consumption of its fruits, from meat to vegetables, to shellfish













The red sludge dump is evidence of the metallurgical activities of the Monteponi mine installations. 
The sludge is red because of its high iron content. When it rains, the spills contaminate the 
adjacent watercourses.



Portoscuso, Mirco affirms: “If my grandmother didn’t have this stand at the market, I don’t know 
what I would do.”



The mining site of Masua, closed in 1991, was already known at the end of the 17th century, as 
evidenced by the presence of excavations, tunnels and stoves in the limestone rock for the search for 
lead and silver. In the background there is the Pan di Zucchero (Sugarloaf), one of the main naturalistic 
attractions and on the beach there are traces of cadmium, lead, zinc, and arsenic. A note “to protect 
public health” on the city’s official website recommends using the beach for up to 30 days a year.



Sulcis-Iglesiente: in Italy, in Sardinia, you will find one of the most economically depressed provinces in 
all of Europe. Of its 130 thousand inhabitants, 30,000 are unemployed. At the entrance to the Serbariu 
mine, on the outskirts of Carbonia, a message penned by Benito Mussolini still stands out: “The people 
I prefer are those who work hard, quickly, soundly, obediently, and, if possible, silently.” 

In the 20th century, there were 94 mines in the area: they extracted lead, zinc, copper, and iron, manganese 
and antimony, anthracite and lignite. In 1927, there were close to 15 thousand miners. Here, the mine 
has forged the people of the territory: with hard work and sweat, solidarity and sharing, satisfaction and 
suffering, silicosis and pensions. Now that it no longer has any reason to exist, the mine has left holes in 
the rocks and an emptiness in people, as well as something even heavier: the hundreds of hectares of 
polluting debris that have never been reclaimed. 
 
Already in 1988 the University of Cagliari spoke of “ascertained biological damage” referring to a study 
on the alarming quantities of lead in the blood of middle-school children. According to the latest report 
by the Regional Environment Agency, published in June 2017, samples taken from disused industrial 
areas reveal dozens of toxic substances in quantities hundreds of thousands of times over the limits. 
In Portoscuso, sheep’s milk cannot be consumed, nor can meat be eaten, blueberries and shellfish be 
collected, or fruit and vegetables sold.  
 
Sulcis is no longer important. Or at least what’s beneath its ground. Above it, however, there remains a 
piece of Italy inhabited by people who feel abandoned by their own country.



“Sardinia isn’t Italy”, Carbonia.



A young man with his dog, Domusnovas.



The red sludge dump is evidence of the metallurgical activities of the Monteponi mine installations. 
The sludge is red because of its high iron content. When it rains, the spills contaminate the 
adjacent watercourses.



Bonyam Gamal, a young Yemeni from “Mwatana for Human Rights”. The association denounced 
Rwm and Uama (the agency that issues war export permits) for the killing, caused by a missile 
produced by the factory in Domusnovas, of an entire Yemeni family in October 2016.



Iglesias, regional elections 2019.



Salvini supporters during the regional election campaign, 2019, Iglesias.



Simone Siotto, a member of the unemployed movement, has opened a wedding-gown outlet “to 
give even those who can’t afford one the opportunity to have one.”



Federico, a young man fromPortoscuso.



In Sardinia, gambling is very common. The turnover is 1 billion and a half euros and each Sardinian 
bets, on average, 1000 euros per year. Iglesias spends 2 million and 750 thousand euros in twelve 
months. (Data from the Customs and Monopolies Agency).



Monteponi Mining Park, Iglesias. In the 80’s the mines and industries guaranteed more than thirty 
thousand jobs, today the former province of Sulcis-Iglesiente is among the areas with the highest 
unemployment rate in Italy.



A. calls his mother to tell her he has just found seasonal work at a resort. According to the Centro studi 
della Fondazione Zancan, in 2013 youth unemployment was at 73.9% and the highest in all of Italy.



Serra Perdosa. A volunteer in the “Gardens of Biodiversity”, a project aimed at redeveloping the 
public gardens in the most populous suburban district of the city of Iglesias. The area is known for 
the poor condition of its public housing.



Funeral, Portoscuso. 



A Senegalese boy distributing advertising flyers. He is working illegally, for 25 euros a day.



Two girls from Iglesias during a shoot. Both want to become professional models.



A satirical funeral poster announcing “the death of the city due to incompetent administration”.



During the years of layoffs and workers’ struggles, Ivano Sais, aka Hurricane, organized and took to 
the streets the students of Sulcis with the workers, as well as their fathers, who lost hundreds of jobs.



Monteponi’s elementary school, “Andaus a sa scola de miniera”. Founded in 1919 for the miners’ 
children, today it is a school-museum. 



In 1993 the government declared Portoscuso an area “at high risk of environmental crisis”. In 2014, 
the mayor ordered the disposal of sheep’s and goat’s milk produced in the area and prohibited 
the marketing of fruit and vegetables grown in the municipality. The data confirm the presence of 
lead in the blood of middle-school children, excessive mortality due to respiratory diseases, and 
high mortality during the perinatal period.



Iglesias, the area of Serra Perdosa, once contemptuously referred to as Naples Two.
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