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Sant’Agata (village
of Villanova sull’Arda, 
Piacenza), the garden of 
Villa Verdi. Giuseppe Verdi 
bought this farm in 1848 and,
after renovating it, went
to live there from 1851



Giuseppe Verdi was born two hundred years ago on the 
10th October 1813. He was the son of an innkeeper from 
the Parma region and became the most famous Italian 
music composer of all times. His masterpieces were an 
integral part of the unification of Italy. What has 
Verdi left behind? His native home is in Roncole di 
Busseto, his villa where he spent most of his life in 
Sant’Agata including the land where he loved farming. 
His operas staged in the best world’s theatres are 
his true legacy. Today schools, theatres, hospitals 
and conservatories are named after Verdi, including 
the Conservatory in Milan where the eighteen-year-old 
Verdi was rejected as a student. The nursing home, 
hosting musicians and opera singers, founded by Verdi 
is also named after him. One of the singers hosted 
there is Lina Vasta who is the voice teacher of a 
young soprano and flies to Japan to sing the Traviata. 



Milan, ‘Verdi’ Conservatory, students 
attending a stagecraft lesson are 

rehearsing Rigoletto. The tutor Laura 
Cosso on the left. When he was 18 

Giuseppe Verdi sat for the entrance 
exam to this Conservatory but failed



Parma, a low relief portrait of Verdi 
on sale at Oliva, a shop of printed 
materials in Strada al Duomo



Milan, piazza della Scala with the Teatro alla 
Scala in the middle. Inaugurated in 1778, Verdi 
was a protagonist at the Scala for many years. 
He made his debut in this theatre in 1839 with 

the opera Oberto, Conte di San Bonifacio



Busseto (Parma), some elderly men playing 
cards in a village bar. A statue of Verdi 
created in 1913 in the square behind the bar



Parma, Galleria Nazionale, a famous pastel 
portrait of Verdi painted by Giovanni Boldini 

in 1886 is exhibited in a separate hall



Milan, Teatro alla Scala, a woman is 
being photographed next to a statue of 
Verdi, on the right, in the foyer. The 
opera being performed is the Oberto, 
Conte di San Bonifacio, Verdi’s first 
opera performed at the Scala in 1839. 
Inaugurated in 1778, Verdi was a 
protagonist at La Scala for many years



Roncole di Busseto (Parma), Giuseppe Verdi’s native 
home. Verdi was born on the 10th October 1813, son 
of Carlo Verdi and Luigia Uttini in this house-inn



Buscoldo di Curtatone (Mantova), the actor
Umberto Fabi playing Verdi at the Teatro Verdi



Milan, ‘Verdi’ Conservatory, an 
audition. When he was 18 Giuseppe 
Verdi sat for the entrance exam to 
this conservatory but he failed



Parma, magnets with the image
of Verdi in a souvenir shop



Parma, the Chorale Verdi is rehearsing in the 
hall devoted to the master Romano Gandolfi. 

The Chorale Verdi was created in 1905



Parma, two stagehands Matteo Ferrarini (on the 
left) and Nicolò Baruffini moving part of an 
old set to the warehouse of the Teatro Regio



Sant’Agata (village of Villanova sull’Arda, 
Piacenza), the gate of Villa Verdi from which he 
left every morning with his gig to check work in the 
fields. Giuseppe Verdi bought this farm in 1848 and, 
after renovating it, went to live there from 1851



Nichelino (Torino), Teatro Superga, 
the tenor Miguel Olano (Otello) 
and the soprano Susie Georgiadis 

(Desdemona) are having make-up put 
on before the staging of the opera



Busseto (Parma), Villa Pallavicino, Museo 
Nazionale Giuseppe Verdi, a visitor in
the hall devoted to the operas Luisa 
Miller, Stiffelio and Aroldo



Milan, ‘Verdi’ Conservatory, Marina 
Giorgio, a voice teacher, listening 
to the students Ekaterina Korotkova, 
21 years old, Russian (on the left), 
and Kim Haneul, 27 years old, from 

Korea. When he was 18 Giuseppe Verdi 
sat for the entrance exam to this 

Conservatoty but he failed



Parma, a meeting of the Club
dei 27, a cultural association of 
Verdi fans (the members are only 

27, the number of Verdi’s operas)



Sant’Agata (village of Villanova sull’Arda, Piacenza), 
Villa Verdi, the room of Giuseppina Strepponi, Verdi’s 
second wife. Giuseppe Verdi bought this farm in 1848 
and, after renovating it, went to live there from 1851



Villanova sull’Arda (Piacenza), a fisherman 
along the river Po. This land once belonged 
to Giuseppe Verdi, a countryside man who 
loved living a free life outdoor as a peasant



Busseto (Parma), Palazzo Barezzi, 12-year-old cello 
player Luca Giovannini from Rovigo rehearsing before 
a concert together with the pianist Davide Furlanetto 
from Padova. Palazzo Barezzi was the house of Antonio 
Barezzi, patron of Verdi, who married his daughter



Sant’Agata (village of Villanova sull’Arda,Piacenza), the
back façade of Villa Verdi. Giuseppe Verdi bought this farm
in 1848 and, after renovating it, went to live there from 1851



Parma, piazzale della Pace, Verdi portrayed 
in what is left of a big monument partly 
damaged during the Second World War bombings



Parma, Teatro Regio, dressmakers with stage costumes 
in the workroom called ‘vascone sartoria’. In the 
middle, Paola Tosi, chief dressmaker; Lorena Sofia 
on the left and Simona Paganelli on the right



Busseto (Parma), a statue of Verdi 
created in 1913 in the village square



Busseto (Parma), Villa Pallavicino, 
Museo Nazionale Giuseppe Verdi,
the hall devoted to the Aida



Milano, Casa Verdi, the soprano Lina Vasta teaching the 
Japanese singer Nozomi Nishimoto, 35 years old. Casa Verdi 
is a nursing home, hosting musicians and opera singers, 
founded by Verdi in 1896. By courtesy of the Casa di 
Riposo per Musicisti Fondazione Giuseppe Verdi - Milan



Milan, the Caffè Verdi next to La 
Scala in via Giuseppe Verdi: two girls 
having a drink next to a bust of Verdi



Villanova sull’Arda (Piacenza), peasants in 
the countryside. This land once belonged to 
Giuseppe Verdi, a countryside man who loved 

living a free life outdoor as a peasant



Italy, Milan. “Hotel et de Milan” the bedroom 
of the suite 105 where Giuseppe Verdi lived 

and where he died on january 27th 1901
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