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Fiorenzo is a friar and a surgeon. He has been living in Africa for forty years, 
more precisely in Tanguieta, in the northern savanna of Benin. Here he founded 
and now manages the Saint Jean de Dieu Hospital, which has become a point of 
reference for the local population, poor and left to its own devices. Patients 
arrive at Tanguieta Hospital from all over Benin and bordering countries: Burkina 
Faso, Togo, Niger and Nigeria. Many of them have to face long and tiring journeys 
to come here and be treated by father Fiorenzo. 

The caliph of Kiota, Niger, the spiritual guide of the Tijaniyya Muslim 
congregation, started almost thirty years ago to send “his” sick patients to the 
Christian friar, giving each of them a letter of recommendation with a personal 
prayer. Since then thousands of patients have travelled the almost seven hundred 
kilometers separating Kiota from Tanguieta. 

Fiorenzo and the caliph never met but had a thorough epistular relationship 
and held each other in high esteem and respect. After the caliph died, his son 
continued his legacy and friendship by letter. 

It is him today, the Cheikh Moussa Aboubakar Hassoumi Kiota, who, like his father, 
continues to send his patients to father Fiorenzo so they can be treated. This 
is an uplifting example of how different creeds can unite rather than divide, as 
well as a lesson of cooperation against any form of fanaticism and intolerance.



Niger - Kiota. Prayer’s time 
outside Kiota big mosque



Niger - Kiota. Abdoullahi Ibrahim, a caliph’s 
relative, giving the blessing to a group of 

worshippers who have come to pay tribute to him



Niger - The teacher Idé, director of 
Mama Kiota primary school, is the 

one writing letters from the caliph 
for father Fiorenzo, a surgeon at 
Tanguieta hospital in Benin where 

Moussa Zirdjo will be going



Niger - Kiota. The teacher Idé, 
director of Mama Kiota primary school, 
is the one writing letters from the 
caliph for father Fiorenzo, a surgeon 
at Tanguieta hospital in Benin, where 
Moussa Zirdjo will be going



Niger - Kiota. Moussa Zirdjo going back 
home with the caliph’s letter



Niger - Kiota. Moussa Zirdjo leaving Kiota 
for Tanguieta before sunrise



Niger - Moussa. Moussa Zirdjo 
praying with his “rosary” during 

the journey to the hospital



Niger - Alkorou Hamadou is a driver 
from Kiota who has often taken 
patients to Tanguieta hospital



Niger - Adama Garba from Kiota joins 
Moussa during his journey leaving from 
Niamey. She is going to Tanguieta hospital 
for a bone tuberculosis combined with AIDS



Niger. Moussa Zirdjo, Adama Garba and 
Fathi (going with Adama) during 
their car journey to Tanguieta hospital



Seoul (South Korea), una ragazza esce dalla 
stazione della metropolitana di Yongsan

Adama Garba buying kola 
nuts at the border between 

Niger and Burkina Faso



Adama Garba buying kola nuts at the border 
between Niger and Burkina Faso



The border between Niger and Burkina Faso



Burkina Faso. A break for lunch 
and to go to the toilet during 

the journey to Tanguieta



Burkina Faso. A break for lunch during 
the journey to Tanguieta



Burkina faso. Putting petrol 
from Nigeria black market



Benin. Father Fiorenzo, a surgeon at Tanguieta 
Hospital, during a first quick look at the x-rays 
of Adama Garba after his arrival at the hospital



Bening. A meeting between father Fiorenzo, 
a surgeon at Tanguieta hospital, and Moussa 
Zirdjo during his arrival at the hospital



Benin. The cross in the hall of Saint 
Jean de Dieu Hospital in Tanguieta



Benin. Adama Garba and Fathi in 
the courtyard of Saint Jean de Dieu 
Hospital in Tanguieta waiting to be 
admitted to the hospital



Benin. Moussa Zirdjo praying 
with his “rosary” during 

the journey to the hospital



Benin. Adama Garba on a wheel-chair 
is going to the x-ray room of Sainy Jean 
de Dieu Hospital in Tanguieta



Benin. Adama Garba in the x-ray 
room of Sainy Jean de Dieu 
Hospital in Tanguieta



Benin. The HIV test of Adama Garba



Benin. Adama Garba and Fathi 
with Father Fiorenzo, a surgeon 
at Tanguieta Hospital



Benin. A doctor looking at 
Adama Garba’s x-rays



Benin. A nurse at Saint Jean de 
Dieu Hospital in Tanguieta taking 
a blood sample from Adama Garba



Benin. Father Fiorenzo, a 
surgeon at Tanguieta Hospital, 
injecting ozonotherapy into a 
vein to Adama Garba



Benin. Mothers and children from 
the local ethnic group Peul in the 
Nutrition Department of Saint Jean 

de Dieu Hospital in Tanguieta



Benin. Father Fiorenzo, a surgeon at 
Tanguieta Hospital, in the operating 
room with a patient who is going to 
be operated for a fracture



Benin. Father Fiorenzo, a 
surgeon at Tanguieta Hospital, 

visiting some patients
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