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Ganghwa-eup, Ganghwado Island (South Korea). Farmers at work in the fields 
near the fence that marks the border between North and South Korea



The last wall of the Cold War is a funfair closely watched by soldiers. Its name 
is Korean Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), and it is the buffer zone created at the end 
of the war in 1953. 

Five hundred kilometres along the 38th parallel, open to tourists after half a 
century of isolation, which become a coast-to-coast trip through pristine nature 
reserves, underground tunnels and observation towers. 

Here, binoculars pointed at North Korea are the metaphor of a sixty-year-old 
obsession: the enemy must be studied, spied upon, photographed. Also by kids on 
a school trip. Even though, like in Godot, nothing ever happens in the end. 

Yet, following the DMZ is not just a patriotic pilgrimage: the trip offers the 
portrait of a country where living in the shadow of a barbed wire fence has 
become the normality.



Gwangsam-ri (South Korea). 
tourists visit the so called 

“2nd Infiltration Tunnel”



Cheorwon Peace Observatory 
(South Korea). Tourists watch nearby 

North Korea with binoculars



Ganghwa-eup, Ganghwado Island (South Korea). 
A soldier on a watch tower along the border



Gwangsam-ri (South Korea). 
tourists visit the so called 
“2nd Infiltration Tunnel”



Hwajinpo Beach (South Korea). Tourists collect 
mussels near the fence of the Hwajinpo 
History and National Security Museum, housed in 
the vacation villa of South and North 
Korean leaders. The border is 16 kms away



Ganghwado Island Peace 
Observatory (South Korea). 

Tourists watch nearby 
North Korea with binoculars



Yeoncheon (South Korea). 
Women exercise at the rhythm 
of music. The border 
with NK is a few kms away



Aegibong Peak Observatory, Gageum-ri 
(South Korea). A typical North 
Korean house has been reproduced 
in the observatory museum



Seohwa-myeon (South Korea). South 
Korean soldiers shop in the village



Hyeonnae-myeon (South Korea). 
A tourist takes a self-portrait at 
the Unification Observatory 
with North Korea behind his back



Cheorwon-eup (South Korea). 
New buildings near the rice 
fields. The city is a 
few kms away from the border



Jangheung-ri (South Korea). Tourists 
get ready to a rafting trip along 
the Hantangang river, a few kms from 
the border with the North



Seoul (South Korea), una ragazza esce dalla 
stazione della metropolitana di Yongsan
A school class climbs 
toward the Peace 
Observatory on Ganghwado 
Island (South Korea)



Gwanjeon-ri (South Korea). A teacher talks to 
a pupil outside the remains of the building 

that once was the Labor Party Office, 
which before the war was in North Korea



Ganghwado Island Peace 
Observatory (South Korea). A 

tourist watches nearby 
North Korea with binoculars



Seongdong-ri (South Korea). A 
woman farmer rests at a bus stop 
right beside the border fence



Taepung Observatory, Hoengsan-ri 
(South Korea). Soldiers show 
the reproduction of a barracks 
in the Observatory museum
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