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Roma, Italy. Church of the Santi Quattro Coronati. 
In the St. Sylvester oratory, a cycle of frescoes 
depicts the emperor Constantine sick with leprosy 
or, according to other interpretations, malaria



IN HOC SIGNO VINCES. 2013: proclaimed “the Year of Faith” by the Vatican, was also the 1700th 
anniversary of the Edict of Milan, better known as the edict of Constantine, which marks the 
beginning of freedom of worship for Christians throughout the Roman Empire.

Tradition has it that Constantine converted to Christianism in 312 AD, after having a vision of 
a cross in the sky, and a sign saying In hoc signo vinces (“under this sign you’ll win”), on the 
eve of the Milvian Bridge battle, in Rome, where he defeated rival Massentius and actually gained 
control over the whole of Italy as emperor.

After 313 AD, the year of the Edict promulgation, Christianity knew a fresh season of expansion in 
the Roman Empire, and Christians all over the world still regard the Edict as the document that 
marked the second birth of their religion.



York, United Kingdom. A priest talks to a woman 
inside York Minster. The mirror has been placed 
for visitors to look at the ceiling decoration



Niš, Serbia. A man eats an ice cream beside a 
monument celebrating Constantine along the riverside



Jerusalem, Israel. A Franciscan friar in the church of 
Dominus Flevit, with the Dome of the Rock in the background



York, United Kingdom. Mr. Harry Thrush, a veteran of WWII, 
born 1923, beside the statue of emperor Constantine in front of 
York Minster. York is the city where Constantine was proclaimed 

emperor by his father’s army after his father’s death



Istanbul, Turkey. Women on the lawn 
in front of Hagia Sophia mosque



Izmit, Turkey. Village of Kabaoglu. A man tends to his 
beehives which he placed on the ruins of a Roman aqueduct 
built in the countryside under emperor Diocletianus



Roma, Italy. Near the Coliseum, two street 
artists impersonate Roman centurions and take 
souvenir pictures with tourists for a fee



Roma, Italy. Newlyweds Mr. Leonard Lim and 
Mrs. Jacqueline Cheong, both from Brunei 

and on a honeymoon in Roma, pose for their 
photographer in front of Constantine’s arch



Jerusalem, Israel. A woman inside the 
transect of the church of the Holy Sepulchre



Sedilo, Sardinia, Italy. Sedilo is the only place in the Catholic 
world where people worship St. Constantine. Every year on July 6th and 
7th, solemn functions are held in the small sanctuary dedicated to 
St. Constantine, afterwards, more than a hundred horsemen give life 
to the Ardia, a re-enactement of the battle of the Milvian Bridge



Aquileia, Italy. A nun walks in front of the 
main altar inside the Basilica, which was 

built on the foundation of the Constantinian 
imperial palace. The palace’s mosaic floor 

is still preserved along the whole nave



Milano, Italy. The facade and 
court of St. Ambrose church



Milano, Italy. The Nivola ceremony takes place every 
year in September in the Duomo. The Archbishop 
ascends the highest part of the apsis on the Nivola, 
a cloud-shaped elevator, where he takes off the wall, 
where it has been kept for centuries, an iron nail 
believed to have been used for the Crucifixion



Milano, Italy. The shadow of Constantine’s statue 
in front of St. Lawrence’s church. The statue, a 

copy from the original kept in Rome’s San Giovanni 
in Laterano church, was placed here in 1939 by 
order of Mussolini, an admirer of Imperial Rome



Roma, Italy. Visitors in the courtyard of 
the Capitolini Museums, where fragments 

(among them, the head in the background) of a 
colossal marble statue of Constantine are kept



Kragujevac, Serbia. A giant cross built to celebrate 
Christianity at the entrance of this industrial town



Istanbul, Turkey. A man passes by the so called 
Constantine Column, which decorated the center of 
the ancient Roman Hipprodomus, or circus square



Belgrade, Serbia. A woman prays in front of an 
image of Christ in the church of St. Sava, under 
construction since more than a decade. When 
completed, it will be Belgrade’s largest church
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