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Baku. Buildings dating to the late 1800s downtown. On the background, the Flame Towers.



For the past decade, the Caucasian country, a former member of the USSR, has been desperately 
attempting to renew its image. The 2012 Eurovision festival, hosted in the capital Baku, was 
supposed to present the new look of Azerbaijan to the world, but the international press that 
converged on the city preferred to highlight the human rights violations by president Ilham Aliyev, 
the country’s strongman in power since 2003, when he succeeded his father. 

In order to boost its global reputation, Azerbaijan also hosted the first European Games in 2015, 
the Chess Olympiad in 2016 and the Islamic Solidarity Games in 2017.    

With the boom of oil prices, Azerbaijan, one of the world’s major oil and gas exporters, enjoyed a 
new and sudden prosperity: the same that made its fortune from the 1850s, when the first oil wells 
on the planet started pumping crude here. 

In 2012 the country launched “Azerbaijan 2020”, a project of unprecedented size, financed by the 
oil revenues, in order to improve the public welfare and to reach the United Nations’ Sustainable 
Development Goals: this is the year which will tell whether those ambitious targets have been 
achieved.



Baku. Downtown buildings seen from the old city. On the background, the Flame Towers.



Mardakan. People at the Golden Beach, one of the poshest seaside resorts along the coast of the Caspian sea. 



Lahic. An ATM along the main drag of this small mountain village. 



Baku. Sangachal oil terminal. At this point, the white pipeline starts the underground trip that delivers oil to Turkey and from there to most of Europe.



Mardakan. A building at the Golden Beach, one of the poshest seaside resorts along the coast of the Caspian sea.



Baku. A film crew of the private tv channel TRT shoots a music video on the Opera Theatre square.



Lahic. Blacksmith Aliyev Shabli at work in his shop.



Baku. Downtown seen from the top floor of the Hilton hotel. 



Baku. Cameraman and public during an episode of Gune Bahan (Sunflower), a popular live morning show broadcast by private tv channel ANS.



Baku. People on the beach at Cimarlik, a few kilometres form the capital. On the background, abandoned oil rigs used to drill in the Caspian sea.



Baku. People along the waterfront downtown, in front of the Government palace. 



Baku. A shopkeeper opens up shop in the old city. In the background, the Flame Towers.



Baku. Oil wells along the coast west of the city. 



Baku. Painter Ali Shamsi in his workshop.



Baku. Young women walk along the waterfront. 
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