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Udupi, Karnataka, India. Rapacious birds
prey on fish carried by porters at the

small fishing port near Mangalore



When the British took Karnataka in 1799, they knew 
they had India. The state of Mysore, as Karnataka 
was known in ancient times, has always been of high 
strategic importance in the subcontinent, and since 
the 3rd Century b.C. it had been coveted for its 
immense natural resources – among which the rich gold 
mines and dense teak forests – and ruled by dynasties 
of every color, confession and provenance, from the 
Chola and Ganga to the Hoysala, builders in the 11th-
14th Centuries of some of the most spectacular temples 
in India, to the Deccan sultans, the Wodeyar and 
finally Tippu Sultan. It was from his hands – and 
from the French’s – that the British took Karnataka. 
And only then did the actual expansion of the Indian 
Empire begin. 



Mysore, Karnataka, India. A group of women pilgrimwatch one of the
several monkeys who live in the premises of the Sri Chamundeshwari
temple, on top of Chamundi Hill. Monkeys have the habit of stealing
from pilgrims the offerings they brought, mostly rice and fruit



Sri Rangapatna, Karnataka, India.
A man passes by the outer wall of
Tipu Sultan’s mosque (built in 1787)



Mysore, Karnataka, India. A man washes a horse
statue before a procession in the vicinity of the
Sri Chamundeshwari temple, on top of Chamundi Hill 



Mysore, Karnataka, India.
A man and his daughters on a
motorbyke at the Devaraja market



Halebeedu, Karnataka, India. A woman pilgrim takes a rest
near a statue of Shiva’s bull inside the Hoysaleswara,
the temple dedicated to Shiva built in the 12th Century



Sravanabelagola, Karnataka, India.
Jaina priests wash the foot of the
colossal statue of Gomateshvara in
the Jaina temple (built in 981 a.D.)



Udupi, Karnataka, India. The son and daughter of a
family whose business is a travelling merry-go-round
on the family truck on Malpe Beach, one of the most

popular beaches for the citizens of Mangalore



Belur, Karnataka, India. A kid walks inside the 
Keshava temple, dedicated to Vishnu. The whole 
structure was built and hand-carved in soapstone



Udupi, Karnataka, India. Rapacious birds
prey on fish carried by porters at the
small fishing port near Mangalore



Mysore, Karnataka, India. Flower stalls at the
Devaraja market. Flowers are bought in great

quantities as offerings to the temples



Belur, Karnataka, India. Women walk in the
yard of Keshava temple before sunset



Sri Rangapatna, Karnataka, India. Kids take
their afternoon nap in the madrassa (Coranic
school) of Tipu Sultan’s mosque (built in 1787)
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