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Wet cotton in the fields along the road from Little Rock in Arkansas to West Helena in Mississippi.



U.S.A. - THE CIVIL RIGHTS TRAIL 
Down the memory lane of the Afro-American struggle for equality: with an eye on the present

The Afro-American struggle for civil rights was a crucial and difficult time in recent U.S. history

14 U.S. States, mostly in the South, have cooperated to create the Civil Rights Trail, an itinerary 

through the cities and landmarks that shaped the movement

The Trail’s main goal is to keep the memory of those years alive in the people living in those States, 
and in the tourists who travel along it 

However, the Trail has not only been conceived to remember the past, but also to make people aware 
of the problems of the present, which are often the same of the past

In the light of the upcoming presidential election, the U.S. has to deal with issues like the denial of 
voting rights that still affects several minorities

#GENERALNEWS #SOCIALISSUES #HUMANRIGHTS #POLITICS













A moment before the arrival on stage of Stacey Abrams, a black politician who was the Democratic Party’s candidate for Governor in the 2018 midterm elections in 
Georgia. She lost by a handful of votes and took several days to acknowledge the victory of her Republican opponent, denouncing his conflict of interest: as a former 
secretary of state he had introduced limits on voter registration, in particular - according to Abrams - concerning ethnic minorities that historically vote Democrat.



A view of the Clinton Presidential Center in Little Rock, Arkansas.



A customer looks at clothes in the Raleigh Denim jeans store. For several years now, the store has been sourcing its garments from those made from cotton 
produced in America.



Trinda Bird is dressed in traditional slave costume in a reconstruction of slave accommodation in the historic village of Brattonsville. She is part of a re-enactment 
of life at the time of slavery because “I want to be sure that we are the ones telling our own history to younger generations, don’t want somebody else to do it. I 
wouldn’t be able to control what they say.”  



A network for the memory: more than a hundred places to help remember the dramatic years of the Afro-American 
struggle for civil rights. In a time when those very rights would appear to be under threat once more, 14 States, 
mostly in the South of the U.S., have created the Civil Rights Trail, an itinerary which passes through the cities and 
landmarks that shaped the civil rights movement: museums, churches, schools, bars, bridges, motels.

The Trail represents a sort of new movement, both civil and cultural, created 50 years after the death of Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. with the aim of speaking the truth and holding the United States of America responsible for its past. 
The Peace and Freedom Memorial dedicated to the 5,000 victims of lynching and recently inaugurated in 
Montgomery, Alabama, for example, is helping to break the taboos surrounding the horrific crimes committed in 
the name of racial superiority. 

The Civil Rights Trail is also a brave initiative to let the world know that this beautiful and strong-willed region, 
which was once the heart of the Confederacy, is ready for redemption and to reclaim its identity. Many American 
tourists traveling along the Trail (which goes through Arkansas, Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, South 
and North Carolina) describe the experience as “shocking” or “exotic”, as if they were visiting a foreign country 
for the first time.

It’s not only about the past: many of the old issues still affect the country, from the denial of voting rights that 
concerns several minorities to the students’ battle to tear down the Confederate statues; from the indiscriminate 
police violence against black people to the mobilization of young African Americans in the South during the last 
midterm elections. 



The Mason Temple Church of God in Christ. This is the church where Reverend Martin Luther King Jr. made his last speech, the famous “I was on top of the 
mountain”, the night before he was assassinated.



A live music venue in Memphis, Tennessee. The Rum Boogie Café is located on Beale Street, which is famous for blues music.



An employee of the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute works at her desk beneath a painting recalling the “I am a man” campaign: the slogan was a declaration of 
civil rights, often used as a personal statement by black people during segregation.



Harris Lake County Park near Raleigh, the capital of the state of North Carolina.



Christine Paige, a Birmingham Alabama teacher, and Cornelius McAdoo, a New Jersey financial operator, visit the National Memorial For Peace and Justice in 
Montgomery, Alabama. The memorial is commonly known as the Lynching Memorial because it is dedicated to the victims of the thousands of lynchings that 
occurred in the counties of each of the confederate states between the American civil war and the end of racial segregation.



An employee takes a break at the Mosaic Temple Cultural Center in Little Rock, Arkansas. Its mission is to preserve, interpret and celebrate African American 
history and culture in Arkansas. The museum’s exhibits highlight fraternal organizations, high profile successful African Americans and integration.



Supporters of Stacey Abrams, a black politician representative who was the Democratic Party’s candidate for Governor in the 2018 midterm elections in Georgia. 
She lost by a handful of votes and took several days to acknowledge the victory of her Republican opponent, denouncing his conflict of interest: as a former 
secretary of state he had introduced limits on voter registration, in particular - according to Abrams - concerning ethnic minorities that historically vote Democrat.



Bales of freshly picked cotton in the fields along the road from Little Rock in Arkansas to West Helena in Mississippi.



A visitor at the entrance of the National Center for Civil and Human Rights in downtown Atlanta. The Center is an engaging cultural attraction that connects the 
American Civil Rights Movement to today’s struggle for Global Human Rights.



An abandoned religious building located in the same square as the bowling alley that was the site of the Orangebourg Massacre. On February 8, 1968, a civil 
rights demonstration staged in a whites-only bowling alley was dissolved by police leading to the death of three college students.



A visitor at the National Civil Rights Museum in Memphis, Tennessee. Its mission is to share the culture and lessons from the American Civil Rights Movement and 
explore how this significant era continues to shape perceptions of equality and freedom worldwide.



Some young African Americans play basketball at sunset on the banks of the Mississippi River in the park dedicated to Tom Lee, an African American who saved 
32 lives when a river boat sank.



International Civil Rights Center & Museum, Greensboro, North Carolina. A reconstruction of the counter of the Woolworth shop, where the Greensboro Four started 
their sit-in protest to end segregation in North Carolina. On February 1, 1960, David Richmond, Franklin McCain, Ezell Blair Jr. (Jibreel Khazan) and Joe McNeil, four 
African American students, staged a sit-in at Woolworth, a popular retail store that was known for refusing to serve African Americans at its lunch counter.



Adaja Cooper and Tommy “Chase” Sproles are the president and vice president of the student body of Central Rock High School in Little Rock, the high school 
better known for the “Little Rock Nine”, the nine black students who, against considerable opposition, asserted their right to attend a high school considered 
whites-only in 1957.



Evelyn Williams inside the 16th Street Baptist Church, which was bombed in 1963 by white supremacist terrorists, resulting in the death of 4 young girls. Evelyn 
Williams is an African American community civil rights political activist and witnessed the bombing season in Birmingham that targeted the civil rights movement.



A group of tourists visit the old gas station in front of Central High School in Little Rock. During the “Little Rock Nine” crisis, the gas station was used as a base 
by the press because it was the site of the town’s only public telephone.



A view of downtown Little Rock, Arkansas.



Young military cadets visit the North Carolina Museum of History in Raleigh. 



A typical Ku Klux Klan costume on display at the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute. It has often happened that the clothes of the KKK were donated anonymously 
to museums by people who found them in their attics of the house, sometimes previously unaware that their ancestors had belonged to the Klan.
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