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Magasa (Brescia), a view of the town.



A glimmer of hope in the region worst affected by coronavirus

There is a part of the Lombardy region that has managed to escape unscathed from the Covid-19 
pandemic. The area of isolated valleys of Alto Lago and the villages near the Bergamasque Alps has so 
far experienced zero cases of coronavirus. This part of Lombardy is made up of villages with names like 
Blello, Sernio, Magasa and Albaredo: there are around thirty of them and none have recorded any cases 
of the virus that has ravaged the rest of the region. 

A map of hope that tells the story of a Lombardy very different from that of the large urban centres, 
made up of small rural towns and villages that, in the time of the pandemic, offer new lifestyle models. 
Social distancing is the order of the day and the mayors call townsfolk by their first names (on the street, 
over the phone or via virtual chats). “We’re more like a condominium block than a village, and I’m the 
building administrator,” explains a smiling Luigi Mazzucotelli, mayor of Blello, the smallest municipality 
in the province of Bergamo with just 74 inhabitants. “But ours is a condominium where everyone knows 
everyone else, surrounded by nature and free from fine particle dust. And, so far, free from Covid!”



Blello (Bergamo), the Locatelli family. From left: Lorenzo, Enrico, Silvia and Matteo.



Albaredo per San Marco (Sondrio), Caterina Esterina Del Nero, aged 93, leaves the church of San Rocco.



Gerola Alta (Sondrio), a horse in a field on the edge of the town.



Magasa (Brescia), the town’s mayor, Federico Venturini, takes a break with some fellow townspeople in the local shop belonging to Giulia Bettanini.



Albaredo per San Marco (Sondrio), Eugenia Mazzoni, aged 86, helps out her sons Eugenio and Isidoro in their cowshed.



Sernio (Sondrio), a view of the town with the church of Santi Cosma e Damiano.



Blello (Bergamo), the Locatelli family have a dairy farm that produces cheese. From left: Caterina (aged 77) with her husband Carlo (84), their son Giorgio (52), 
granddaughter Daniela (18), and grandson Claudio (8).



Irma (Brescia), Giuseppe Ghizzardi and his partner Lara Battaini work in the vegetable garden near their house.



Albaredo per San Marco (Sondrio), notices at the entrance to the church of San Rocco.



Gerola Alta (Sondrio), mayor Rosalba Acquistapace in discussion with town councillor Daniele Quaini (left) and the head of the Ecomuseum, Sergio Curtoni.



Irma (Brescia), Ornella Bertelli washes some cloths at the washtub in the centre of town that is still frequently used.



Irma (Brescia), Rebecca Zeni talks to her mother Alina Bazavan during a moment of downtime near the San Carlo spring.



Magasa (Brescia), Rosetta Gottardi, aged 92, was once a farmer. “I had a blood test for the very first time two years ago. Everything was alright,” she says.



Sernio (Sondrio), artist (and florist) Antonella Brinafico is the creator of some of the murals in the town.



Sernio (Sondrio), a man works alongside the town’s main road.



Albaredo per San Marco (Sondrio), at the home of the Del Nero family: Gennaro, seen from behind, with his wife Olga and their son Roberto.



Magasa (Brescia), Marta Gottardi, aged 98, gazes down at the town below.



 Gerola Alta (Sondrio), one of the town’s inhabitants sits on his porch right next to the main road.



Gerola Alta (Sondrio), a view of the town.



Sernio (Sondrio), mayor Severino Bongiolatti in a room at the municipal offices.



Sernio (Sondrio), Domenica Sala, a farmer aged 61, prepares the ground to grow carrots, celery, aubergines and peppers.



Magasa (Brescia), mayor Federico Venturini delivers work items to the home of one of his colleagues.



Albaredo per San Marco (Sondrio), Elisa Tarabini, a high school student aged 16, takes part in online lessons.
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