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A newly married couple is posing for a photo at the Borșa Pietroasa Monastery.













The wedding factory
The small town of Borșa marries 70 couples in two weeks

Borșa is a town of 30,000 inhabitants in the remote mountain region of Maramureș on the Ukrainian 
border

The majority of the population has moved abroad for work, particularly to Italy, but they return home 
to get married in line with local tradition

Most weddings take place at the end of August: in 2019, 70 civil ceremonies were held in the last 
two weeks of the month

They are particularly lavish and cost years of savings

Georgeta and Mirela are Borșa’s only two wedding celebrants, they inherited their jobs from their 
mother

#GENERALNEWS #LIFESTYLE #SOCIETY #TRADITIONS



Mirela and Georgeta, sisters and wedding celebrants.



Flowers given to a bride after the ceremony at the Registry Office.



Melisa talking to her husband on the phone, organising some final details.



A couple and their guests pose for a photo outside the town hall in Borșa.



Georgeta and Mirela are the only two wedding celebrants in Borșa, Romania. They inherited their jobs 
from their mother, and as well as continuing their own family tradition they’re also continuing those of 
dozens and dozens of people who work abroad but return to their land of origin just to get married exactly 
as their mothers, fathers, grandparents and great-grandparents did before them.

Borșa is a town of 30,000 inhabitants in the remote mountain region of Maramureș on the Ukrainian border. 
Since the beginning of the 1990s, with reduced work opportunities in the area, the majority of the working 
population have been moving abroad for work, particularly to Italy. However, those who’ve emigrated 
almost always return home to get married and they do so at a very specific time of the year: during the 
last two weeks of August.

Even if most of these people have lived abroad for a significant part of their lives, the desire to return to 
one’s roots is still very strong. Tying the knot in Borșa, in one’s land of origin and possibly even in one of the 
traditional wood-built churches, means following local tradition to embark on a new life adventure, and 
with no expense spared: people save for years to ensure a lavish ceremony, the restaurants and bars are 
booked years in advance and the organisation of the event creates a strong sense of social engagement.

In 2019, as many as 70 civil ceremonies were celebrated in Borșa during the last two weeks of August: an 
incredible number when you consider that only 45 ceremonies were held during the rest of the entire year. 
In Romania, the only legally binding way to get married is with a civil ceremony, and it is required before 
any religious function takes place.



Georgeta preparing the documents for the next wedding outside a traditional church in Borșa.



An unknown couple at the Registry Office in Borșa on their wedding day.



A group of ballerinas is training for the celebration of the Assumption of Mary.



 Another couple is arriving in front of the local church in Borșa before getting married.



A moment after the celebration where rented doves are being released.



A bride after having her hair and make-up done. She has recently moved to Italy.



Mirela and Georgeta having a quick lunch during a busy working day.



Violet’s living room in her family home.



Melisa and her husband, Viorel, share the first dance.



A moment during the official marriage which, in this case, takes place in the church right before the traditional ceremony.



Wedding guests.



Guests at Melisa’s wedding.



Georgeta waiting for the next couple to arrive.



Traditional gifts that will be distributed to the children after the ceremony.



 Melisa having a moment of rest in the garden at her family home.



A group of young boys is waiting to perform on Assumption Day, August 15, one of the most important local religious celebrations.



A bride walks around the town on the morning of her wedding.



A mother helps her daughter to get dressed for the wedding.
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