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Tourist information about Bergamo and its valleys at the Orio al Serio “Caravaggio” airport that, even one year after the beginning of the pandemic, is still semi-
deserted with very few flights operating.



“18 March 2020, the shocking sight of a convoy of military vehicles crossed through the heart of 
Bergamo from the Monumental Cemetery to the motorway. They were carrying coffins filled with 
coronavirus victims, the high number of which could no longer be managed by Bergamo’s cemetery: 
waiting times for cremation had grown longer than a week.” This dramatic news, together with the 
photographs of the column of military vehicles, travelled quickly around the world, demonstrating to 
everyone the seriousness of the situation in Bergamo and its province. The Lombardy city was one of 
the worst hit by the contagion and in the following months numerous controversies ignited about the 
failure to introduce red zones in the neighbouring towns where the first clusters developed.

We went back to Bergamo and the areas of the Seriana Valley, Nembro and Alzano Lombardo one year 
on to see how the situation had evolved. We found a city determined to recover but still profoundly 
wounded by the pandemic. Today, although the contagion rate in the city and the province is very 
low, Lombardy remains a high-risk zone; therefore cafes, restaurants and many other activities are still 
on hold. The Orio al Serio airport is practically deserted; the planes are parked on the tarmac. In spite 
of the wealth of this area, which has always been one of the country’s most productive, the queues of 
local inhabitants waiting for a hot meal from the Caritas organization have increased drastically. The 
only exceptions to the shutdown are the factories that continued to function, confirming the local 
work ethic that has few rivals elsewhere on Earth. Churches are now filling up again and are “often 
overbooked”, as the young parish priest in Nembro explains. He was the only priest in the town not 
to have fallen ill with Covid.



Don Matteo Cella, the parish priest, prepares for Sunday mass at Saint Martin’s Church in Nembro. Although it is now possible to attend mass in person, numbers 
are strictly limited.



Graves at the Monumental Cemetery of Bergamo, where many Covid victims are buried.



The beginning of anti-Covid vaccinations at the Papa Giovanni XXIII Hospital in Bergamo. In this initial phase, only hospital staff are being vaccinated.



The storeroom of the Ghilardi haulage firm in Nembro, one of many industrial activities in the Lower Seriana Valley. In spite of this being one of the areas worst 
affected by the first wave of the pandemic, work never stopped.



A Porsche parked in a street in Upper Bergamo. Porsche made an agreement with the local branch of Caritas to donate 1000 euros for each car sold in Bergamo. 
In just a short time the initiative raised 60,000 euros.



Don Roberto Trussardi (right), president of the Bergamo branch of Caritas, talks to a volunteer at the Galgario homeless refuge that is situated inside a renovated 
former convent.



The entrance to the Basilica of Santa Maria Maggiore in Upper Bergamo. Although it is now possible to attend mass in person, numbers are strictly limited.



Altar boys at the end of Sunday mass at Saint Martin’s Church in Nembro. Although it is now possible to attend mass in person, numbers are strictly limited.



The station in Alzano Lombardo is located among various warehouses and factories that characterize the landscape of the Lower Seriana Valley.



The canteen at the Angelo Agnese Testa infant school in Boltiere, in the province of Bergamo. Following the lockdown last year, the infant schools and elementary 
schools have reopened for face-to-face teaching.



Bergamo, a place for storing shoes at the Galgario homeless refuge situated inside a renovated former convent.



The Orio al Serio “Caravaggio” airport even one year after the beginning of the pandemic is still semi-deserted with very few flights operating.



A closed hotel restaurant in Upper Bergamo. In this period the repeated changes to the rules about being able to open have meant that many have chosen not 
to open at all.



Bergamo, a guest of Ghanaian origin at the Galgario homeless refuge situated inside a renovated former convent.



The faithful arrive for Sunday mass at Saint Martin’s Church in Nembro. Although it is now possible to attend mass in person, numbers are strictly limited.



Bergamo, some homeless people prepare to spend the night on the pavement in front of the railway station.



Two volunteers from the ACLI (Christian Association of Italian Workers) from Boltiere in the province of Bergamo, deliver meals on the religious feast day of the 
Epiphany.



The colonnades of the Angelo Mai Civic Library in Piazza Vecchia, Upper Bergamo. Libraries are among the activities that have reopened.



Loading and unloading at the Ghilardi haulage firm in Nembro, one of many industrial activities in the Lower Seriana Valley. In spite of this being one of the areas 
worst affected by the first wave of the pandemic, work never stopped.



Planes parked in the Orio al Serio “Caravaggio” airport. One year after the beginning of the pandemic it is still semi-deserted with very few flights operating.



Bergamo, meals are given out at the station canteen. Because of the pandemic it is still not possible to use the canteen normally so the meals are handed out 
from a hatch in the entrance door.



One of the many factories in the Lower Seriana Valley between the municipalities of Alzano Lombardo and Nembro, in the province of Bergamo. Last spring this area 
experienced numerous cases of Covid-19.



Meal packs for a celebratory lunch that volunteers from ACLI (Christian Association of Italian Workers) from Boltiere in the province of Bergamo are delivering on 
the religious feast day of the Epiphany.



A pedestrian street in the centre of Bergamo. Today many shops have reopened, but numbers are strictly limited while bars and cafes are repeatedly instructed 
to shut and on many days are only able to provide a takeaway service.



A funeral at the church inside the Monumental Cemetery of Bergamo, where all the coffins containing Covid dead were placed before being taken away by a 
military convoy due to the cemetery’s lack of capacity.
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