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Rome. Lovers embrace in the Parco degli Acquedotti. This section includes the highest arches, which reach almost thirty meters, and since the 1800s have been 
the most frequently depicted in photographs and paintings.



Rome. Pensioner Bladimiro, 89, lives in a house built by his father in about 1948, adjacent to the arches of the Felice Aqueduct along Via Casilina Vecchia. 
Bladimiro has been making marbled concrete reproductions of ancient Roman statues since 1978.



Rome’s ancient aqueducts are still viewed with great affection 
and feature regularly in daily life

Romans have always had a passion for water, and for the enormous aqueducts that, although now 
largely abandoned, to this day are still prominent features of the Eternal City. In the 1950s some of 
them were used to create makeshift homes, which were later immortalized as the settings for some of 
Pier Paolo Pasolini’s films. Today the aqueducts’ majestic presence continues to feature in Roman life.

Their story dates back to ancient times: built beginning from the 4th century B.C., they supplied – and 
some continue to supply – water to buildings, public fountains and baths. The pipes and channels were 
built on a slight and constant gradient with a drop of around one metre every kilometre. Damaged 
over the centuries, many were not maintained and stopped functioning.

Their arches have long been a symbol of the Roman countryside and have often formed the backdrop 
to scenes depicting shepherds, common people and bandits as portrayed by romantic painters and 
in the diaries of travellers on the Grand Tour.



A shepherd leads sheep to pasture in the meadows of the Roman countryside beside the Acqua Claudia and Anio Novus Aqueducts.



Rome. Women stroll through the Tor Fiscale Park.



Gallicano nel Lazio, province of Rome. Hikers walk on Ponte Pischero, the bridge of the Anio Vetus aqueduct (272 - 270 BC). The bridge spanned the Caipoli 
gorge with two distinct structures, one for transporting water and the other to allow maintenance of the “speco”, the channel through which the water flowed.



Rome. A section of the Aqua Iulia Aqueduct leading to the “Castellum Aquae” near what is now Piazza Vittorio. Built in circa 33 BC, the Castellum Aquae was 
where the water was distributed.



Rome. A mother and daughter have lunch on a pine log in the Parco degli Acquedotti. Inside the park is a 240m stretch of the Aqua Marcia Aqueduct.



Rome. The Arcus Neroniani forms a branch of the Acqua Claudia aqueduct that fed the Nymphaeum at Nero’s villa and its lake, where the Colosseum was later built.



Rome. A golfer plays at the Parco degli Acquedotti with the Acqua Claudia and Novus Aqueducts in the background.



Rome. A girl runs near the arches of the Felice Aqueduct at a sports centre near Tor Fiscale Park.



Rome. Dimitri, 52, creates marbled concrete reproductions of sculptures from ancient Rome. He lives in a house next to the arches of the Felice Aqueduct on Via 
Casilina Vecchia.



Rome. Romans picnic on the April 25 national holiday at the Parco degli Acquedotti in the Tuscolano district.



Rome. A small plot of land by the ruins of the Acqua Claudia and Anio Novus Aqueducts, is used as a vegetable garden near Vicolo dell’Acquedotto Felice.



Rome. A jogger runs along Via del Mandrione.



Rome. Marcella slips her hand into a concrete marble copy of the famous Bocca della Verità beside Via Casilina Vecchia under the Felice Aqueduct (built circa 
1585 AD).



Rome. A visitor photographs Ponte Lupo during an organized tour. The bridge was built in 144 BC to bring the Acqua Marcia from the Aniene Valley to Rome.



Rome. A padel match at a sports centre near Tor Fiscale Park and the Felice Aqueduct.



Rome. A boy relaxes in the shade of the pine trees at the Parco degli Acquedotti amid the ruins of the Marcio Aqueduct.



Rome. Cars cross the East Ring Road and pass through the arches of the Felice Aqueduct that is supported by a steel structure.



Gallicano nel Lazio, province of Rome. Hikers talk under the Ponte Taulella (Anio Vetus, 272 BC), along the path of the Gallicano aqueducts.



Rome. Woman practices yoga near the Felice Aqueduct in the Tor Fiscale Park. The sequence of arches provides a majestic setting that is often used by Romans 
as a place to practice sport.



Rome. A car wash near the Felice Aqueduct alongside Via Casilina.



Rome. Children ride bicycles in the Tor Fiscale Park.



Rome. A youngster rides an electric scooter across the bridge over the railway above Via Casilina Vecchia alongside the Felice Aqueduct.



Rome. A young man walks towards the Roma-Giardinetti train stop in Porta Maggiore. The arches of the aqueduct resemble a triumphal arch.



Vicovaro, province of Rome. A votive shrine has been built on remains of the “speco” of the Acqua Claudia Aqueduct.



Rome. An old Fiat 500 for sale on Via Tuscolana. 



Rome. Tennis and padel courts at a sports centre near the Tor Fiscale Park and the Felice Aqueduct (built circa 1585 AD).



Rome. The city train “Roma-Giardinetti” passes through the arches of the Aurelian walls at Piazzale Labicano.



Rome. Romanian Alexandru, 32, lives in a shack between the East Ring Road and the Felice Aqueduct. Having previously worked in the construction sector, today 
he has no job and is unable to pay rent.
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