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Falconara Castle is a historical residence dating back to the 14th century and characterized by its large central tower. It was originally built for the breeding 
of hunting falcons.













It’s estimated that between 8 and 10 million tourists will return to visit Palermo and Sicily in 
2021, signalling the beginning of a recovery for the sector

Sixty years ago Tomasi di Lampedusa’s novel The Leopard, which depicted Palermo’s 
aristocracy, was published

Palermo’s aristocracy, in fact, built the majority of the residences that make Palermo such a 
unique city

But what are they doing today? They haven’t abandoned their class and their love of luxury but 
they have become businesspeople

Many wonderful villas in Palermo have become boutique hotels, some families have turned to 
farming, producing high quality olive oil and wine



Gaia Palma at Villa Chiaramonte Bordonaro ai Colli, at the family home, known as “Villa Carolina” because it hosted Queen Maria Carolina of Bourbon and Admiral Nelson.
Her grandfather would receive guests every evening at 11 pm, where they would remain until 6am the following morning to go hunting in the adjacent Favorita park. The 
villa houses a large art collection that is one of the most important private collections in southern Italy, with paintings and artefacts dating back to the 14th century. 



Bianca and Gloria di San Vincenzo in the Solanto Castle, one of the last great Sicilian aristocratic residences, it was previously used by King Ferdinand IV of 
Bourbon and Queen Maria Carolina. Bianca and Gloria study in England and share their time between London and Palermo. 



The dining room of Palazzo Arone Valentino. The palace, built in 1555, is located in the centre of Palermo on Corso Vittorio Emanuele. The family maintains the 
building as a historical testimony of baroque Palermo, providing a clear link between the present and the past.



Fireworks on the night of Ferragosto as seen from the prestigious Mondello sailing club.



Portraits of Sicily’s aristocracy in the age of globalisation

Just before Covid arrived, at the beginning of 2020, the American magazine Forbes listed Palermo 
and Sicily among the 20 best places to visit in 2020, eulogising, in particular, the authenticity “that 
has faded from many other parts of the world”. Little has changed, despite the pandemic, and it is 
estimated that 8 to 10 million people will return to visit the island in 2021. In particular, the tourists’ 
attention will be on Palermo’s cultural and architectural heritage, left by those aristocratic families that 
played such a key role in the island’s long history.

While noble titles were abolished in Italy in 1948, the Sicilian aristocracy still retains the ancient intrigue 
described by Tomasi di Lampedusa in his novel The Leopard, which was later made into a film directed 
by Luchino Visconti and starring Alain Delon, Burt Lancaster and Claudia Cardinale. Set during the 
Italian Risorgimento, at the dawning of the Kingdom of Italy (1861), the story follows the events of the 
family of Tomasi di Lampedusa and the slow decline of an entire social class. 

But what remains today of this ancient and powerful Sicilian aristocracy? There is the Palermo aristocrat 
who has shrugged off the dusty 19th century image of the overprivileged overlord to become a 
successful businessman, while maintaining a certain style and taste for transgression. Others have 
transformed their family estate into a business producing wine and olive oil, planting ancient grains 
and agricultural produce for use in cosmetics. Others have turned their historical residences into 
stunning boutique hotels, opening up their precious art collections to visitors. As Palermo’s aristocrats 
love to repeat, “today nobility doesn’t always coincide with wealth”.



Giuseppe Tasca d’Almerita, agronomist with a passion for philosophy and linguistic anthropology, vice-president of the well-known family winery, with a statue 
Faun by Pietro Tenerani, a protege of Thorvaldesen, awaiting shipment to Milan for an exhibition.



Palermo. Villa Tasca historical residence and family home, surrounded by an 8-hectare park, is one of the most suggestive historical estates in all of Sicily. 
Dating back to the fifteenth century, it has hosted numerous celebrated personalities, from Jacqueline Kennedy to Wagner, who composed the third act of 
Parsifal here in 1881. 



 Palermo. Palazzo Valguarnera Gangi. The ceiling in the Hall of mirrors is decorated with a depiction of The Trials and the Apotheosis of Hercules.



Count Alessandro Federico, car enthusiast and motor racing champion, is descended from Federico D’Antiochia one of the natural children of Duke 
Frederick II of Swabia. 



Palermo. Palazzo Conte Federico. The ballroom of Palazzo Valguarnera Gangi, which was used by Luchino 
Visconti for the filming of “The Leopard”, boasts a double-depth ceiling and 
three large Murano glass chandeliers. 



Lucio Tasca D’Almerita in the Regaleali estate. Preferring to describe himself as “More a farmer than a Count”, he is passionate about Sicily. He was the first to 
believe in the potential of the area to produce quality wines, opening the door to worldwide recognition of the excellence of Sicilian viticulture. 



Attilio “Tito” Spedalotto, Marquis of Paternò and Ventimiglia, with his daughter Ottavia in the family villa in Bagheria. Attilio has always been an entrepreneur. At 
the beginning of the 90s he opened Italy’s first Solar Farm. Thanks to his love for agriculture, in an estate in the Ragusa area, alongside an elegant and luxurious 
resort, he has created a thriving farm that produces and exports oil of the highest quality to the Japanese and US markets. Ottavia studies anthropology in Paris.



A Party at the Mondello sailing club.



Palermo. Palazzo Conte Federico: the Blue room.



Ruggero Moncada at Palazzo Biscari, the oldest private residence in Catania. The Palazzo belongs to the Paternò Castello family and was built directly against 
the city walls (Charles V walls) with imposing windows. It is one of the city of Catania’s most prominent architectural structures.



Carla Vanni di San Vincenzo on horseback with her daughter on the family estate in the Corleone area.



Coralie Hardouin Belmonte in her home in Mondello. She was born into a family with a strong tradition and passion for art. Art has accompanied her throughout 
her life and she paints trompe-l’œil works with great technical skill and imagination. She inherited her creative talent from her mother, also an artist.



Roberto Chiaramonte Bordonaro, successful artist and racing driver, was born in Palermo, where he still resides in the ancient family home designed by Ernesto 
Basile, the architect accredited with creating Palermo’s Liberty style architecture.



Palazzo Valguarnera Gangi, Palermo. A photo of Claudia Cardinale on the set of The Leopard, shot partly in the ballroom (or Hall of mirrors) of the palace.



The Countess Alwine Federico, custodian of her family’s historical heritage. Together with her husband and children, she manages the ancient family palace 
Palazzo Conte Federico, one of the oldest and most prestigious buildings in Palermo, ad organises visits and events with a practical managerial approach.



Villa Chiaramonte Bordonaro is a timeless location, immersed in the heart of Palermo, the beauty of the art conserved within it combines with its sumptuous 
architecture, glorious past and the natural charms of the gardens that surround the house with plants that date back centuries.



Princess Carine Vanni Calvello di San Vincenzo in one of the halls of Palazzo Valguarnera Gangi. For more than twenty years the family has been investing vast 
resources and energy to maintain the original beauty of the old building. The palace is home to some refined wonders and covers an area of more than 8 
thousand square meters.



Palermo. Palazzo Conte Federico. 



Princess Gloria di San Vincenzo with her granddaughters Bianca and Gloria in the garden of the Solanto Castle, one of the last great Sicilian aristocratic 
residences, previously used by King Ferdinand IV of Bourbon and Queen Maria Carolina. Bianca and Gloria study in England and share their time between 
London and Palermo.



Signoretta Alliata di Baucina and Pietratagliata in the Gothic Hall of 
Palazzo Alliata di Pietratagliata in Palermo. Built in 1473, with its numerous 
architectural and decorative layers, the palace is the result of five centuries 
of Sicilian art history and is a metaphor for Palermo’s artistic heritage. The 
palace has been inhabited continuously for five centuries by members of 
the two families Baucina and Pietratagliata.
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