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Tyre. A woman bathing at sunset along the city’s beach. 



Tripoli. In the bazaar of the northern part of the city, which has a Muslim majority and a high rate of Syrian refugees.



The country has been hit by a severe economic crisis

More than thirty years ago, Lebanon awoke from a nightmare. The year was 1990 and the “Switzerland 
of the Middle East” was coming to grips with the results of a devastating civil war which had left 
150,000 people dead and forced millions of citizens to leave their homeland. In the last three decades 
the country has slowly risen, once again becoming a model of religious pluralism with growing civil 
consciousness and (relatively) high levels of female emancipation. 

Recently Lebanon has, however, had to face a number of challenges: the 2020 Beirut explosion, 
COVID-19 and its greatest financial crisis, which the World Bank has placed in the “top 3” of the 
world’s worst since the second half of the 19th century.

In per capita terms, GDP has fallen by 40% in recent years and, according to the World Bank: “More 
than half the population is likely below the national poverty line, with the bulk of the labor force 
suffering from plummeting purchasing power. With the unemployment rate on the rise, an increasing 
share of households is facing difficulty in accessing basic services, including health care.”



Ariz. At sunset the clouds rise along the picturesque valley of Qadisha, a deep gorge that, in the past, was a refuge for Maronite Christians persecuted by the 
Byzantines. 



Beirut. At Raficel-Hariri Stadium young football teams training on Sunday morning (the goalie is a girl).



Tyre. The shop of Samir Abu Hawash (on the right from behind), 35-year-old tattoo artist, half Lebanese and half Palestinian. “It started as a job” – he says – “and 
now it’s become a career, also because here in Lebanon tattoos are everywhere and they aren’t prohibited.”



Beirut. What remains of the Holiday Inn, destroyed during the civil war between 1975 and 1990.



Beirut. A woman in front of a series of depictions of Lebanese personalities at the Sursock Museum of modern and contemporary art.



Ariz. A car descends the road that connects the Qadisha valley to the Beqaa valley, an area with a Muslim majority and an high rate of Syrian refugees (over 120,000).



Beirut. A man praying in front of a statue of the prophet Elijah, along the Stairs of St. Nicholas.



The district of Jbeil. A home built along a narrow valley between Aannaya and Moukhada.



Tyre. Samir Abu Hawash, 35-year-old tattoo artist, half Lebanese and half Palestinian, in his shop. “It started as a job”– he says – “and now it’s become a career, 
also because here in Lebanon tattoos are everywhere and they aren’t prohibited.”



Tripoli. Lebanese and Syrians relax in the evening on the beach of the island of Bakar, connected to the mainland by a bridge. Tripoli, 30 kilometres from the 
Syrian border, mostly Muslim, is a city with a high concentration of Syrian refugees (in the city are about 55 thousand).



Tyre. A bride being photographed in the streets of the old town.



Beirut. A view of the city at sunset with, at the centre, the Mohammad Al-Amin Sunni mosque, also referred to as the Blue Mosque. 



Tripoli. A boy training by running in a gym along Mar Elias, in the Mina district.



Tripoli. The square at the end of Mar Elias in the Mina district. Tripoli, 30 kilometres from the Syrian border, mostly Muslim, is a city with a high concentration of 
Syrian refugees (in the city are about 55 thousand).



Tripoli. Buildings with signs of the war in the quarter of Qoubbeh, famous for a notorious jail.



Beirut. At the Zico House, which just held a performance of Beit Bayout, directed by Farah Wardani, a play inspired by the life of 18 Syrian refugees (here relaxing 
after the end of the show) and sponsored by the Intisar Foundation.



Beirut. A woman takes a picture of her husband at the Luna Park, in the Manara neighbourhood.



Beirut. A Muslim boy praying inside the Sunni Mohammad Al-Amin mosque, also called the Blue Mosque. 



Tripoli. A girl on a four-wheeler along the coast. Tripoli, 30 kilometres from the Syrian border, with a Muslim majority, is a city with a high concentration of Syrian refugees. 



Beirut. Tourists watching the dives during the Red Bull Cliff Diving World Series at Raouche Rocks (also known as Pigeon Rocks).



Sidon. Along the northern coast of the city, Lebanese surfer Fares Ghandour hitting the waves.



Baalbek. Workers on the archaeological site with, in the background, the remains of a Roman temple to Venus. It is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.



Baalbek. Policemen during the city visit of the national politician Mahmoud Makiya, secretary of the Council of Ministers, who was born in Baalbek.



Tyre. Lebanese and Syrians relax at sunset along the city’s beach. There are about 30,000 Syrian refugees throughout the district of Tyre.



Beirut. The Barakat Building, which now houses the Beit Beirut Museum. During the civil war between 1975 and 1990, the famous Green Line passed through 
here, dividing the Christian and Muslim zones of influence.



Tripoli. Visiting the citadel of the city, built by the crusader Raymon De Saint-Gilles, local governor, in 1103.



Tripoli. An end-of-the-year school party in the courtyard of a house in the district of Mina. Tripoli, 30 kilometres from the Syrian border, is overwhelmingly Muslim. 



A manifesto with Hassan Nasrallah, secretary of the Shiite Hezbollah party, in the village of Marwahine, a few meters from the border with Israel.



In the ancient city of Byblos, two Syrian girls take photos of each other on a rock in the area of the port. Both from Damascus, they now live in Lebanon.



Beirut. A woman walking up to the entrance of the National Museum.
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