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Herat, 2014. Women – among them some political delegates – at the inauguration of a center for disabled people built by the Italian PRT (Provincial Reconstruction 
Team) in the outskirts of the city. 



What women in Afghanistan want is almost never what they get

Exactly 20 years ago, Coalition troops entered Afghanistan with the aim of toppling the Taliban regime 
and bringing democracy to the country.

In 2001, Afghanistan was a nation on its knees, exhausted by decades of civil war, military occupation, 
brutal regimes and terror. Women paid the highest price: very often, they were widows, their husbands 
killed in the war, the youngest among them orphaned by their fathers for the same reason, almost 
always destitute and forced to beg in the streets for charity to support their families. All, however, 
relegated to a position of inferiority under the Taliban government.

After the victory of the Coalition, women began to hope for liberation. However, their hopes were 
almost always in vain. Despite some signs of emancipation – greater participation in political life, the 
possibility of enrolling in university or joining the armed forces, and a very strong desire to make their 
voices heard – Afghan women soon had to resign themselves to the fact that the country’s traditions 
are still too deeply rooted to allow a genuine gender equality.

And now that the United States is pulling out its troops after negotiating an exit strategy with its 
erstwhile enemy, the Taliban, which has returned to dominate the territory and will most likely be 
restored to power, Afghan women fear losing even the little autonomy they have painstakingly 
gained over the past 20 years.



Herat, 2010. Women in the waiting room of the new pediatric hospital, built by the Italian-led Provincial Reconstruction Team. An Afghan soldier stands guard.



Kabul, 2010. Athletes of the national female soccer team get ready for training at ISAF headquarter’s soccer field. 



Band-e-Amir, 2009. Two women walk near the waterfalls of the western lake. The national park, not far from Bamyan, was a popular place to spend the weekend 
in 2009, when the security conditions would allow relatively safe traveling.



Kabul, 2009, athletes of the national women’s boxing team during training. 



Herat, 2011. Journalism students Oranus Onib, 22 (left) and Nasima Hamdart, 22 (with camera), interview a war widow begging near the Blue Mosque downtown. 



Kandahar, 2018, Nabila Asadi is one of the best known young female activists in the country. Graduated as a hospital nurse, she hosts a controversial radio show 
and has received several death threats for being outspoken about female rights.



General Khatool Mohammadzai, 45, here in her office at the Ministry of Defence while giving orders to a subordinate in 2010, is a paratrooper wo has completed 
572 jumps, and is the only woman general in the Afghan National Army. 



Herat, 2014. Female inmates learn make-up art at the vocational training center of the women’s prison, built by the Italian PRT (Provincial Reconstruction Team).



At the recently opened Afghan National Institute of Music in Kabul, a student practices in a crumbling wing of the building in 2009. 



Kabul, 2007. A U.S. tourist at the Omar Mine Museum, built on the initiative of the homonymous NGO (Organization for Mine-clearing Afghanistan Rehabilitation) 
specializing in minefield clearance operations. 



Kabul, 2009. Nilufar Ahmedi (standing center), semi-paralyzed by polio, started a cutting and sewing school thanks to a microcredit obtained from the International 
Red Cross Orthopedic Rehabilitation Center. Here she is with her students.



Herat, 2010. An Italian soldier mans a checkpoint in front of the Blue Mosque, where a war widow begs with her kid.



Italian Army lieutenant Silvia Guberti on board a Ch-47 transport helicopter in 2010.



Herat, 2014. A ward of the pediatric hospital, one of the best structures of its kind in the whole country, built by the Italian-led PRT (Provincial Reconstruction Team). 



Kabul, 2009. One of the first skate lessons of the newly founded NGO Skateistan, created by a young Australian with the aim of giving a moment of leisure to the 
street children of the city. 



Kabul, 2007. Women visiting their relatives in the Pul-e-Charki prison. 



Herat, 2011. Students at the faculty of journalism enter the university in the morning.



Herat, 2011. A presenter/journalist working in the studio of Radio Sahar, a private radio station founded and managed by women, whose programs deal mostly 
with women emancipation in Afghan society and gender-related issues.  



Herat, 2014. Female inmates in the courtyard of the women’s prison, built by the Italian PRT (Provincial Reconstruction Team).



Kabul, 2010. At the British Cemetery, a tombstone commemorates a woman killed while working on the field for the United Nations.



An Italian NCO machine gunner on board a Ch-47 transport helicopter in flight from Herat to Farsi in 2010.



Herat, 2011. Oranus Onib, 22, a journalism student at Herat University, in the court of the Blue Mosque.



Mohsen Kalay, 2009. A girl loaded with gifts during a distribution of humanitarian aid conducted by the Afghan army with the support of Italian troops.



Kabul, 2018, people passing in front of a mural painting in the airport area.



Kabul, 2009. Technicians at work in the workshop of the International Red Cross orthopedic rehabilitation center, where artificial limbs are manufactured. All of 
the center’s workers are Afghan war amputees or disabled.



Kabul, 2010. Istalif is a popular mountain spot not far from Kabul, and during weekends it gets packed with Afghans, like this couple having a picnic.



Mazar-i-Sharif, 2018, women at the main entrance of the Rawza-i-Sharif mosque.



Kabul, 2009. One of the first skate lessons of the newly founded NGO Skateistan, created by a young Australian with the aim of giving a moment of leisure to the 
street children of the city. 



 Herat, 2011. Oranus Onib, 22, a journalism student at Herat University, on a taxi on her way to do an interview.



Italian Army lieutenant Silvia Guberti, an officer with the PRT (Provincial Reconstruction Team) in Herat in 2010.



Kabul, 2010. An electoral campaign billboard.



Kabul, 2009, an athlete of the national women’s boxing team during training.



Kabul, 2009. Hasina, right, semi-paralyzed by polio, has started a cutting and sewing school thanks to a microcredit obtained from the International Red Cross 
Orthopedic Rehabilitation Center. Here she is with a student and her husband, a war amputee. 



Herat, 2010. Female inmates learn carpet weaving at the vocational training center of the women’s prison, built by the Italian PRT (Provincial Reconstruction Team). 



Herat, 2014. Women with their babies in the waiting hall of the pediatric hospital, one of the best structures of its kind in the whole country, built by the Italian-led 
PRT (Provincial Reconstruction Team). 



Herat, 2014. A ward of the pediatric hospital, one of the best structures of its kind in the whole country, built by the Italian-led PRT (Provincial Reconstruction Team). 



Kabul, 2018. Member of Parliament and women rights activist Fawzia Koofi leaves her office in her armored car. Koofi is extremely outspoken about both gender 
issues and corruption in politics, and has survived several assassination attempts.



Kandahar, 2018, a woman begs for money in the middle of the road.
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