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A crew from the Circolo Canottieri Aniene rowing club take a break during training for the Italian championships.



The Tiber, known in ancient times as 
Albula, then Thybris and finally Tiberis, 
is Central Italy’s main river. Its stories 
“unfold at a level beneath that of the 
Eternal City of Rome, scrutinizing it 
from below.” (Maria Margarita Segarra 
Lagunes, Il Tevere e Roma, Storia di una 
simbiosi).

Its banks still remain places that are wild 
and hard to access: with the exception of 
the better known stretch running through 
the city, the river belongs to a community of 
marginalized souls who have transformed 
it into a sort of fascinating, hidden city 
where infinite personal stories unfold.

a Polish sailor and boat builder who has 
experienced many adventures during 
his 78 years. He lives on a boat that he is 
currently building with the aim of sailing 
to Antarctica. And then there is Gurjeet, 
an Indian shepherd who doesn’t speak a 
word of Italian and Rita, a retired architect 
who lives under a bridge beneath the 
river. Rita was a close friend of Antonio, 
the artist who mysteriously disappeared 
in August 2020 and was known among 
the inhabitants of the Tiber for the native 
American style tepees he used to build as 
well as his painted murals and his poems.

These are just some of the stories taking 
place in the urban and rural settings of 
this green-coloured lined that bisects the 
millennia-old territory of the Eternal City.

Once such location is the small area of 
the estuary, known as Fiumara Grande or 
Passo della Sentinella, a “neighbourhood” 
that is home to around 700 families who 
over the years have drained the area and 
requested on a number of occasions the 
regularization of their living situations and 
their rights. 
In 1933 the land was requisitioned by 
the state that took it from an aristocratic 
family to create a radio telegraph centre, 
but the project never came to fruition and 
since then its situation has never been 
fully resolved. Its inhabitants frequently 
risk having to leave their homes, which in 
any case are not connected to the sewage 
system, public lighting and connections to 
public transport networks. The area of Isola 
Sacra is home to Henryk Pawel Chrobok, 
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Fiumara Grande. Don Salvatore, aged 86, a former fisherman.



Pons Aemilius, or Ponte Rotto (the 
Broken Bridge), was the first bridge 
in Rome to be built of stone.



Gurjeet, a shepherd originally from India, takes a break while his sheep graze.



The floating boathouse of the Granlasco Sailing Club.



Sheep and goats graze on the floodplain of the Tiber, an area that is particularly littered also because of its frequent flooding.



Marco Fois, one of the “Mister OKs” 
who every New Year's Day dive into 
the Tiber, stretches and warms up 
before the traditional dive. 



Some vessels that are no longer wanted or that are terminally damaged by bad weather are abandoned in hidden spots along the river instead of being regularly 
dismantled.



One of the few areas that have been drained and recovered near the Magliana Bridge.



A fisherman off the coast 
near the Tiber estuary.



A house, situated at the Tiber estuary, for sale for 25,000€.



Fiumara Grande. Sculptor Daniele Nasta at work in front of a former cement plant that is now abandoned.



During the summer months the banks of the river are home to pop-up up restaurants, bars and entertainment venues for tourists and Romans.



According to the tradition, also during the pandemic and with the Tiber particularly high, Maurizio Palmulli, one of the “Mister OKs” who every New Year's Day 
dive into the river, dives off Cavour Bridge on the first day of the year.  



Rita stands inside the tepee where Antonio had invited her to live. Antonio, aged 65 and of no fixed address, disappeared in August 2020. He was known for his 
poems and murals.



Skaters Fabio and Johnny on the Tiber Island.



The wreck of a boat abandoned 
in the river.



The Tiber seen from Flaminio Bridge.



An abandoned boat that has been swept onto the rocks by the current, near the river estuary.



The home of a fisherman in Fiumara Grande.



Fiumara Grande and the Tiber estuary as seen from the old, now abandoned, lighthouse in Fiumicino.



Marco helps a friend prepare 
fishing lines on the rocks of 
Fiumara Grande.



A former possession of the artist Antonio outside the tepee near the Tiber that was his home. Antonio, aged 65, disappeared mysteriously in August 2020.



Fishing boats moored at the artificial estuary of the Tiber in the municipality of Fiumicino.



A fisherman’s illegal fishing spot on the banks of the Tiber.



Emiliano with Mia and Trilly on one of the dirt roads in Fiumara Grande. Emiliano loves dogs but ever since he was bitten on the streets of Fiumara Grande, he 
always carries a big stick.



A house facing onto the Tiber 
near Fiumara Grande.
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