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Tallinn (Estonia), Anti-Putin 
matches packs for sale out of 
the abandoned prison of Patarei



With the war in Ukraine fully under way, other nations are becoming 
increasingly fearful of Putin’s Russia. One such country is Estonia, home to one 
of Europe’s largest (and least integrated) Russian-speaking populations.
Estonia, which used to be part of the Soviet Union and has been a member of the 
EU since 2003, together with its neighbor Latvia are the only NATO countries to 
share a land border with Russia. It was no coincidence then that in February 2022 
the military base in Ämari saw substantial reinforcements with a view to 
defending NATO and its northeastern borders, a deployment that has been gathering 
pace in recent years. 

In this part of Europe the new Iron Curtain 
follows the borders of the Baltic states and since 2014, 
the year Russia annexed Crimea, Estonia has feared possible 
territorial claims from Russia. As a result, Estonian 
military exercises along the border have intensified, as 
has civilian membership of voluntary militias to defend 
against Russian aggression. “We’ve been occupied by Soviets 
once,” explains a corporal of the Estonian Army, “we don’t 
want it to happen again. It’s a deterrent. As the Romans 
said: if you want peace, prepare for war”.
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Võru (Estonia), recruits of 
the Estonian army training 

near the Russian border



Narva (Estonia), a religious 
ceremony in the orthodox 
cathedral of Voskresensky



Narva (Estonia), the bridge 
along the Narva river, 
connecting the namesake 
Estonian city with the Russian 
town of Ivangorod



Võru (Estonia), members of a Estonian 
militia during a military celebration



Estonia, Ämari NATO base, 
the arrival of a German 

Eurofighter Typhoon back from a 
reconnaissance flight



Narva (Estonia), Russian-speaking 
ballerinas preparing for a show 
at the Geneva theather



Võru (Estonia), recruits of 
the Estonian army training 

near the Russian border



Tallinn (Estonia), an operating 
theather inside the abandoned 

prison of Patarei, in use 
during USSR period



Võru (Estonia), a moment during 
the shooting of a movie by 
Estonian director Moonika Siimets. 
It takes place in the USSR period, 
and tells the story of an Estonian 
woman sent to Siberia



Estonia, Ämari NATO base, 
recruits of the Estonian army 
during training



Narva (Estonia), Bowling Club, 
a group of Russian-speaking 
youngsters playing bowling at night



Võru (Estonia), members
of an Estonian volunteer’s 
militia during
a military celebration



Narva (Estonia), the 
orthodox cathedral of 
Voskresensky



Narva (Estonia), two women 
in a gym facing the Narva 
river observing the Russian 
fortress of Ivangorod



Võru (Estonia), recruits of 
the Estonian army training 
near the Russian border



Tallinn (Estonia), the 
Seaplane Harbour Museum, 
hosted in an old hangar for 
seaplanes. At the center, 
the Estonian submarine 
Lembit, built in 1936



Võru (Estonia), a moment during 
the shooting of a movie by 

Estonian director Moonika Siimets. 
It takes place in the USSR period, 
and tells the story of an Estonian 

woman sent to Siberia



Narva (Estonia), two Russian 
speaking ladies at an exhibition 
in the Geneva cultural centre



Võru (Estonia), a forest along 
the road to Piusa



Narva (Estonia), two Russian-
speaking youngsters take some 
pictures in front of a Soviet 
Tank T-34, still there in 
memory of World War II



Estonia, Ämari NATO base, 
a German Eurofighter 

Typhoon almost ready for a 
reconnaissance flight
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