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The Camino de Santiago pilgrimage



A crest of the Bologna football team left by pilgrims on the trunk of the 
Cruz de Ferro (Iron Cross) in Foncebadón.

A pilgrim leaves a stone as an act of devotion at the Cruz de Ferro (Iron 
Cross) in Foncebadón.



Pilgrims walk through the 
fields in Castile.



The history and experience of pilgrimage, 
a radical experience like few others, is a 
reflection of one of the greatest tensions 
within an individual: a journey to discover 
the self, the world and God, as well as an 
opportunity for inner renewal.

The pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela 
is perhaps the Christian religion’s greatest 
example of this practice.  For centuries pilgrims 
from all over Europe have been crossing 
the Pyrenees over the Roncevaux Pass to 
reach the Galician city on the continent’s 
western tip, home to the remains of Saint 
James. The journey is punctuated by trials, 
testimonies of faith, history, monuments as 
well as miracles that have shaped European 

identity, a Europe that in recent years has 
seen a revival of increasingly large groups 
of "modern pilgrims" making the journey, 
perhaps not only for religious reasons, but 
always in the spirit of initiation. The journey 
is of particular interest in terms of landscape 
and architecture, not to mention religion and 
history.

DESPITE THE FACT THAT IN 2022 JULY 25 FALLS ON A 

MONDAY, AS A RESULT OF THE COVID PANDEMIC THAT 

PREVENTED MANY PEOPLE FROM TAKING PART IN THE 

PILGRIMAGE LAST YEAR, POPE FRANCIS HAS ISSUED AN 

EDICT DECLARING THE JACOBEAN HOLY YEAR, WHICH 

INVOLVES THE OPENING OF THE HOLY DOOR OF THE 

CATHEDRAL OF SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA, BE EXTENDED 

UNTIL THE END OF 2022.

THE THOUSAND YEAR-OLD PILGRIMAGE TO SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA 
IS MORE POPULAR THAN EVER



Political graffiti behind a sign marking the route of the Camino near the coast towards Luarca on the Northern Way.



Sign posts showing distances to various places in the world at the entrance to a hospice for pilgrims near Foncebadón.



A Spanish pilgrim in front of a bronze statue depicting a pilgrim walking at Alto de San Roque on the border of Galicia in the Cantabrian Mountains.



An abandoned church in the 
fields of Castile near the village 
of Castrojeriz.



The pre-Romanesque church of Santa Maria del Naranco in Oviedo, along the Northern Way.



Luigi Cianti, an Italian pilgrim who has made the pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela 34 times, displays an article written about him in an English newspaper.



The abandoned village of Tiermas 
on the shores of Lake Yesa on the 
route of the Aragonese Way.



A young German, who is undertaking the pilgrimage on a skateboard, rests on a bridge over Rio Pisuerga in Castile.



Pilgrims pray in the Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela. The route of the Aragonese Way is interrupted by the Foz du Lumbier 
(Lumbier Gorge) on the Irati River.



German pilgrims take a break in front of a 
bronze statue depicting a pilgrim walking 
at Alto de San Roque, on the border with 
Galicia in the Cantabrian Mountains.



A Basque pilgrim at the Villalba hostel displays a photo on his camera of a sign depicting a dog.



A  Japanese girl in the square of the Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela at the end of her pilgrimage.



Clouds over the Pyrenees at the Roncevaux Pass. 



Pilgrims embrace the statue 
of Santiago from behind in 
the Cathedral of Santiago de 
Compostela.



Stones and photographs left behind by pilgrims at the foot of the Cruz de Ferro (Iron Cross) monument in Foncebadón.



A pilgrim’s legs pictured in the Square outside the Cathedral in Oviedo.



The cloister of the monastery of Santa Maria la Real in Najera. The monastery of San Juan de la Peña along the Aragonese Way.



Stamp of the Credencial at the pilgrim's hospice of Frómista along the Camino de Santiago.
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