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Tourists take photos of the famous basalt columns on the Reynisfjara beach. One of the island’s main attractions, Reynisfjara is a black beach that is truly unique.



THE LAND OF FIRE AND ICE 
LOOKS TO TOURISM

• In recent years tourism has become the 
main source of the country’s GDP.

• Scarcely populated, the island is positioning 
itself as a leading tourist destination for the 
post-pandemic travel industry.

• In 2022 tourist numbers are expected to 
double, including a substantial number 
from the USA, the East Coast of which is a 
mere six-hour flight away.

• The government has deployed huge 
investments to develop tourist infrastructure, 
especially in the more remote areas of the 
country where it is still limited.

• Exponential and constant growth, always 
from a perspective of eco-sustainability and 
respect for nature.



Jökulsárlón Glacier Lagoon. Tourists on 
board an amphibious vehicle visit the 
glacier. Glacier Lagoon is located in the 
Vatnajökull national park in the south of 
Iceland, an area popular with tourists and 
one of the island’s best-known attractions.



The Dynjandi waterfall, situated in the Fjord region in the northwest. The waterfall is composed of a series of seven drops and has a total height of 100 metres.



Tourists visit the Hveradalir geothermal complex – a wonderland of geothermal vents, boiling mud pools and rainbow-coloured hot springs – located in 
Kerlingarfjöll, a mountain range in Iceland’s central highlands.



The restaurant at the Kerlingarfjöll Mountain Resort located 6km from the Kerlingarfjöll mountain range and Hveradalir, a spectacular geothermal valley.



Since 2008, the year when the Icelandic 
Krona collapsed as a result of the failure 
of the national banks, the country has 
recorded constant and exponential 
economic growth, above all, concerning 
the tourism sector, which in recent years 
has become the country’s primary source 
of income. Visitor numbers have increased 
from 500 thousand in 2010 to more than 
2.5 million in 2018. This trend was obviously 
interrupted by the pandemic, however, the 
government responded with exceptional 
measures, thanks to which Iceland has 
had one of the lowest contagion rates in 
the world.

The country was thus able to reopen its 
doors to tourism almost immediately: it is 
estimated, in fact, that in 2022 the number 
of visitors will double compared with 2021. 

“We have water that is wet,” boasts 
a Mark Zuckerberg lookalike in 
the commercial that the Iceland 
government has produced to promote 
tourism to the country, parodying the 
video made by the Facebook founder to 
announce the creation of the Metaverse. 

A solitary island in the middle of the 
Norwegian Sea, with infinite horizons and 
primordial landscapes, Iceland aims to 
become an iconic tourist destination for 
the post-pandemic travel industry, thanks 
also to its natural social distancing as a 
result of the country having one of the 
world’s lowest population densities with 
just over three inhabitants per square 
kilometre.

Iceland has managed to become an exotic
destination that is within reach, above 
all for those coming from the American 
continent, the East coast of which is just a 
six-hour flight away. 
The new government, led by youthful 
Prime Minister Katrin Jakobsdottir, is 
deploying huge investments to improve 
the island’s tourist infrastructure, 
especially to increase accessibility to the 
more remote areas that are visited less 
frequently than the classic destinations. 
Dirt roads will be tarmacked, new top end 
hotels will be opened and new itineraries 
will be created in national parks. All this 
will be conducted with an eco-sustainable 
approach to Iceland’s natural heritage, 
the fragility of which is due to the same 
feature that makes the country so unique 
– its isolation from the rest of the world.



Hikers at the Landmannalaugar base camp, a hiking centre open during the summer. Since 1951 it has also served as a mountain hostel and can host up to 78 
people. The area is a popular tourist destination because of its geological formations, like the multi-coloured rhyolite mountains, vast expanses of lava as well as 
natural hot springs. This is the starting point for trips to Iceland’s highlands.



A rocky stack on the picturesque  
Reynisfjara black beach, one of 
the country’s most famous tourist 
attractions.



Tourists pose for photos in front of the Gulfoss Waterfall, one of the most famous waterfalls in south western Iceland and a favourite tourist destination.



The Skógafoss waterfall, situated in the south of the island in the locality of Skógar, is on the Skógaá River, which is fed by the Eyjafjallajökull glacier. Spanning 
25 metres in width, it boasts a drop of 60 metres. A stairway of around 700 steps leads up to the top of the waterfall.



Jökulsárlón Glacier Lagoon. Tourists visit the glacier. Glacier Lagoon is located in the Vatnajökull national park, in the south of Iceland, an area popular with 
tourists and one of the island’s best-known attractions.



An abandoned farm on the road 
that leads to the black beach in 
Fauskasandur, in the east of the 
country.



During a trip to the Katla Volcano, tourists take photos in front of the ice cave.



Children depart for a horseback trip from the Skakalot Hotel, a well-known boutique hotel in the south of the country. Horseback tours around some of Iceland’s 
splendid landscapes are among the preferred activities for tourists. Iceland still has few luxury and boutique hotels: one of the next targets for investment, after 
the tarmacking of the roads, will concern new hospitality structures for top-end tourism.



A tourist visits the truly spectacular 
Hveradalir geothermal complex, 
located in Kerlingarfjöll, a mountain 
range in Iceland’s central highlands.



The dining room in the Hotel Búðir, a small boutique hotel situated in Búðir near the Black Church on the southern coast of the Snæfellsnes peninsula. The town 
of Búdir is mentioned by Jules Verne as the starting point in his Journey to the Centre of the Earth. The most famous site here is the Black Church, considered a 
national monument and situated in the middle of a lava field. It was built by Bent Lárusson in 1703.



A tourist photographs the landscape on a trip to the Katla Volcano.



The Egils Ólafsson museum in Hnjótur, Örlygshöfn. The remains of a Douglas C-117D belonging to the US Marines, a gift from the Keflavik US base. The museum 
houses a unique collection of ancient pieces from the south of the western fjords that provide an overview of the history of Icelandic daily life.



A tourist emerges from the ice cave during a trip to the Katla volcano.



The landscape along the road that leads to 
the Landmannalaugar base camp. The area 
is a popular tourist destination due to its 
fascinating geological formations, such as 
the multi-coloured rhyolite mountains, vast 
expanses of lava and natural hot springs. 



Jökulsárlón Glacier Lagoon. Tourists wait to board an amphibious vehicle for a visit to the glacier. Glacier Lagoon is located in the Vatnajökull national park, in the 
south of Iceland, an area popular with tourists.



Tourists visit the Geysir geothermal complex. Geysir, known also as the Great Geysir, is a geyser situated in the Haukadalur valley.



Fjaðrárgljúfur canyon, 100 metres deep and 2km long, is traversed by the Fjaðrá River and is situated in the south eastern part of the island.



A tourist photographs the remains of Garðar BA 64. The ship was built in 1912 as a cutting-edge whaling vessel. After years of faithful service and numerous 
different owners, it was decommissioned in 1981 and run aground in the Skápadalur Valley, where it remains today. The site, which is popular with tourists, is a 
fascinating mix of Icelandic landscapes and industrial relics.



Tourists visit a basalt cave on the black 
beach in Reynisfjara, one of the most 
picturesque places on the island.



The Skalakot is a well-known boutique hotel situated in Hvolsvöllur in the south of the country. Iceland still has few luxury and boutique hotels: one of the next 
targets for investment, after the tarmacking of the roads, will concern new hospitality structures for top-end tourism.



Tourists wait to enter the ice cave during a trip to the Katla Volcano.



The Fjallsárlón Glacier, in the 
Vatnajökull national park, is one 
of the island’s top attractions.
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