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Colli bolognesi (Bologna hills), Apennines. 
Footprint from a Canis Lupus Italicus.



 Men and wolves: instinct and reason, pack and society, nature and urbanisation; the 
thousand-year intertwining of two species, creating a unique history that is part 
science, but also part fears, irrationality and legends. 
Men and wolves have always coexisted in history, distrusting each other but sometimes 
also understanding each other in their diversity. 

“Yesterday I saw a wolf outside the door. He was staring at me with those yellow eyes. 
He was beautiful. I got goose bumps and a shiver down my spine”: those lucky enough 
to make eye contact with wolves all tell a similar version of this story. 
The wolf is a shy animal that rarely approaches humans, having learned to distrust 
the species to preserve its own. 

Many cultures in different parts of the world have considered the wolf in various 
forms: from the American Indians, to the Inuits of Alaska, to the peoples of Northern 
Europe. The Italians also lived together with wolves up until the middle of the last 
century. 
In the 1920s, however, wolves began to be considered a harmful species in Italy for 
both livestock and game, so its men began a battle that led the species to reach a 
historical low in the 1970s (about 100 wolves).
They only resisted in small restricted areas of the country that included the Sibillini 
Mountains in the Marche region and the southern part of Calabria. 



Bergamo Alps. Argo, an Abruzzese sheepdog, watches 
the flock near his master, the shepherd Giuseppe.



Without introducing any specific interventions, the number of packs in Italy began 
to grow again in the 90s and today there are about 2,000 wolves in the country. 
This is an absolutely natural fact that, however, has rekindled a series of 
conflicts with human activities and has brought the debate all the way up to 
Parliament, where in 2017 a bill was considered for their slaughter (the bill was 
not approved). 
In recent years various associations have arisen that work for the possible 
coexistence of man and wolf.
Many shepherds have accepted this challenge and have begun to take precautions to 
defend their flocks with both innovative methods (electrified fences for night-
time and “anti-wolf” fences for stationary flocks) and with “ancient” methods 
such as training Abruzzese sheepdogs, natural deterrents of wolves.
 
And while many researchers study their behaviour and movements throughout the 
country, the Italians ideologically choose one side or the other. 
Painters such as Marzio Tamer celebrate their beauty, actors like Barbara bring 
children into the woods to tell fairy tales with wolves as protagonists and animal 
rights groups rise up when the government tries to launch abatement plans. 
Paola crossed the Alps while living in the woods with her horse Isotta, telling of 
her adventure in the wilderness with her book “Sentieri da lupi” (Wolves’ Paths). 

Village traditions celebrating wolves have come to light after being forgotten 
for centuries, for example in the small town of Chianale (CN), where an ancient 
Carnival celebration called “Li Loups” has been rediscovered.



Grugliasco, Veterinary Hospital of the University of Eastern Piedmont. Carrying out an autopsy on a wolf.



Interior of a tholos hut: a traditional construction of the Abruzzese shepherds. 
These holes created in the mountain and constructed with dry stone offered the 

shepherds a place to keep their flock and defend it from the cold and the wolves.



Chianale, valleys of the Cuneo area. 
The ancient Carnival festival “Li Loups” (of the wolves) 
has been newly celebrated for about a decade thanks to an 
anthropological study and at the request of the youth of the 
Pro Loco in Chianale. A boy is selected and jokingly dressed as a wolf, 
which by now have fully returned within the ecosystem of the entire 
Alpine arc, then bound and kept at bay by the other kids who try to 
tame him, contain his rage and his desire to disturb the locals.



Municipality of Penne, Abruzzo, WWF centre for wildlife conservation and protection. 
Six hybridised wolf pups are being kept here; they only have 4% canine DNA.



Rome, animal rights demonstration against the Government bill 
(which later lapsed) for the slaughter of wolves.



National Park of Abruzzo. The recent snowstorm and icy air (-12 degrees) 
had convinced this family of wolves to stay sheltered behind a hill along a Park path. 
Their thick winter fur and classic doughnut position allow them to cope with extreme temperatures.



Milan, Salamon Gallery. The naturalist artist Marzio Tamer during the 
final touches to one of his works dedicated to wolves. Tamer is extremely 
fascinated by this animal and has made many paintings focused on their 
figure, studying their physical proportions and their behaviour within the pack. 



Trento, Muse (Museum of Sciences). 
A little girl takes a picture with her father of a Canis Lupus Italicus



Farindola, Abruzzo. Farindola is one of the many inhabited towns often visited by wolves. 
Their cohabitation in these areas has been a part of daily life for many years.



Ligonchio, Emilian Apennines. Luigi, a zoologist specialising in wolves 
who works on the Wolf Appenine project, checks the camera traps 
to detect the possible nocturnal passage of the wolves. 



Trento. The “Lupi in città” (Wolves in the city) project 
involved several artists who created works based on wolves.



Tuscan-Emilian Apennines. Information day on wolves. 
Children can play and listen to stories about 
the animal to learn about its complex habits.



Entracque. Wildlife Museum in the town centre. 
A family follows the history of wolves 

in a room with a reproduction of a wolf den.



National Park of Abruzzo. A wolf is intent 
on crossing a rocky area covered in snow.



Entracque, “Men and Wolves” Centre. Family visiting the museum’s rooms. 
A thematic path recounts the life of Ligabue, 
the first wolf in Italy whose movements were monitored.  



Panorama of Monti della Laga in Gran Sasso National Park. 



Chianale, valleys of the Cuneo area. 
The ancient Carnival festival “Li Loups” (of the wolves) has been 
newly celebrated for about a decade thanks to an anthropological 
study and at the request of the youth of the Pro Loco in Chianale. 
A boy is selected and jokingly dressed as a wolf, which by now have fully 
returned within the ecosystem of the entire Alpine arc, then bound and kept 
at bay by the other kids who try to tame him, contain his rage and his desire to disturb the locals.



Maritime Alps. Mattia, a zoologist specialising in wolves 
working on the Wolf-Alps project, looks for traces of wolves in order to 

follow the pack's movements together with the team of the State Forestry Corps.



Rome, the city’s biopark. It hosts a pack of wolves from an abandoned zoo 
of the former Yugoslavia. The animals were saved and brought to Rome.



Maremma. A one of a kind image: a family of wolves at dawn, 
intent on crossing a swampy area. This environment is not very 

suitable for wolves, but they still scour the area for prey and refuge.



The village of Gorfigliano, immersed in the park of 
the Apuan Alps. Wolf sightings are frequent in this area. 
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