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Santa Croce di Magliano (Campobasso). 
Carmelina Colantuono, the only woman 
in the family, using her smartphone 

to organise the transumanza.



The transumanza is an archaic and rural ritual that continues to keep 
generations together and tells the story of the intimate relationship 
between human beings and the land to which they belong. 

A seasonal migration of flocks, herds, and shepherds, it begins up in 
the mountains right before summer and then moves onto the plains as 
the first frosts are on their way. 

For five generations the Colantuono family, originally from Frosolone, 
a village in the province of Isernia in the region of Molise, has 
completed this ritual, leading its herd of around 300 cows over 180 
kilometres from their winter pasture in Puglia to the mountains of 
Molise. 

During the four-day journey the cowherds, on horseback and on foot, 
guide the animals along ancient tratturi, communication roads which 
have been used since Roman times to move sheep and animals. 

Along the way, people wait for them to pass with a festive air, almost 
celebrating the confirmation of a tradition the modern world has been 
unable to eradicate. 

Indeed, today Italy has submitted its bid to have both the transumanza 
and the tratturi added to Unesco’s list of cultural heritage.



Province of Foggia: 
Getting ready to sleep 
in the little church of
Madonna del Carmine, in 
San Paolo di Civitate. 
These rural churches 
have always provided 
travellers and shepherds 
a place of refuge.



Province of Campobasso. 
Cowboy boots, transumanza.



Santa Croce di Magliano (Campobasso). 
At sunrise the third stage of the transumanza begins.



Province of Campobasso. The herdsmen 
take a break to avoid having to ride 
during the hottest hours of the day.



Province of Campobasso. 
A restorative nap during
a midday break. 



Before setting out on the transumanza, the 
women of the Colantuono family prepare lunch 
at the farm of San Marco in Lamis (Foggia). 



Province of Foggia. Nocturnal check of 
the cows in the light of a mobile.



Province of Campobasso. A moment to relax for Carmelina 
Colantuono, who takes care of the coordination and the 
communication of the transumanza, traveling on horseback for 
a part of the journey. She is the only woman in the family.



The caravan enters Frosolone 
(Isernia) the ancestral home 
of the Colantuono family.



Ripalimosani (Campobasso). 
Getting ready to sleep.



Province of Campobasso. Where possible, 
the herdsmen get their children used 

to riding alongside the animals.



Province of Campobasso. To avoid the hottest 
times of day, the caravan can pause for up 
to five hours; the men eat, sleep and talk.



Province of Campobasso. Temporarily stopping 
traffic on the state road which cuts through 

the course of the much older tratturo.



Santa Croce di Magliano (Campobasso). The various 
stages of the journey always finish after sunset, 
making the use of artificial light necessary. 



Province of Campobasso. 
A herdsman engaged in bringing 
a cow that has gone astray in a 
field of corn back to the herd.



By now, sending an SMS is a ritual even for the herdsmen 
involved in the transumanza from San Marco in Lamis (Foggia).



Frosolone (Isernia). The pride of the 
residents of Frosolone as the herd passes 
in front of their homes. Located at the base 
of a small mountain, the village has always 
been the home of farmers and shepherds. 



Ripalimosani (Campobasso). Having a coffee 
before setting off for the final leg of 

the journey at 4.30 in the morning.



Province of Campobasso. The herd passing beneath the old 
railway bridge which connected Termoli to Campobasso.



Santa Croce di Magliano (Campobasso). A herdsman on a cot 
in a shed provided by the parish of Santa Croce di Magliano.



San Marco in Lamis (Foggia). The staff remains a 
necessary instrument for pushing the animals in the 
right direction, above all when they have to cross 
the train tracks in the direction of San Severo. 



Province of Campobasso. Shoeing a horse 
before leaving for the transumanza. 



Santa Croce di Magliano (Campobasso). Preparing dinner for 40 
people on the back of a lorry transformed into a fieldkitchen. 
In the past, there were as many as 150 people eating.



Santa Croce di Magliano (Campobasso). 
Herdsmen joking during dinner, the right 
moment to tell funny anecdotes about the day.
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