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THE AGE OF 
ULTRABODIES



Rome, Italy. 
An opposable thumb prosthesis made by Touch Bionics.



Cybernetic men are among us. They have been imagined in endless sci-fi tales and movies, but 
they have habits and faces similar to anyone in the neighbourhood. Any categorisation was 
cancelled and made impossible thanks to the amazing results obtained in Europe by 
organizations and universities that focused their researches on prostheses and cybernetics.
 
Muscles and electrodes are one in the German labs of Ottobocks company, while for the 
technicians of the Italian Itop even stairs are no more an obstacle, as they can count on the 
powerful bionic knees they produce and sell. The wheelchair of the Scewo project (a project of 
the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology) can win any stair with its amazing caterpillars. In 
Berlin, ReWalk’s exoskeletons give back strenght and mobility to bodies with injured spinal 
cords. Want more? Wireless connections between brain and spinal column, legs for kids with 
deformities made with 3D printers... No matter the solution found: it’s more and more clear 
that loosing a limb doesn’t mean disability anymore, but an enhancement of the abilities of a 
person. The wonder of grabbing an object again, the pride of running on the road equipped with 
highly sophisticated levers will replace the bewilderment of not recognising yourself and the 
desperation of being no more able to do what you used to. While similar to the original, an 
artificial hand or a prosthesis for a leg will be a new hand, foot or leg once they give back 
the same feeling of grabbing, touching, fully being in the environment your body is. 

Man 2.0 will be real, then. And those labs with prototypes on their walls and artificial limbs 
of all kind on their shelves will be no more the doors to an unavoidable social alienation, 
but gates to enter a world where dream and reality can meet. Right near home.



Palestrina, Rome, Italy. 
Simone, 23 yo, lost his left leg in a motorbike accident, but thanks to 
the running prostheses made by “Itop spa Officine Ortopediche” he can walk and run again.



Palestrina, Rome, Italy. 
Antonio, 60 yo, preparing to wear an Itop prosthesis 

after placing a bonnet to ease the insertion.



Zurich, Switzerland. 
Pascal, one of the manager of the Scewo project at the 

Swiss Federal Institute of Technology of Zurich, testing a 
wheelchair with caterpillars able to face inclined surfaces.



Vienna, Austria. 
Old models of leg prostheses 
in a room of the Ottobock company. 



Berlin, Germany. 
ReWalker Andre preparing to wear 

the exoskeleton ReWalk 6.0. 



Palestrina, Rome, Italy. 
Daniele, an orthopedic technician, tuning a prosthesis 

in the labs of “Itop spa Officine Ortopediche”.



Berlin, Germany. 
ReWalker Andre trying the exoskeleton 

ReWalk 6.0, that’s going to replace his wheelchair.



Rome, Italy. 
Almerina, a patient of the NEBIAS project, wearing 
a prosthesis made by Touch Bionics. She’s training
 for the experimental competitions of Cybathlon.



Palestrina, Rome, Italy. 
Simone, 23 yo, who lost his left leg in a motorbike accident, getting
dressed after a morning spent at the “Itop spa Officine Ortopediche”.



Vienna, Austria. 
A choice of the skin tones available at the Ottobock labs, 

a German company providing prostheses and orthopedic accessories.



Berlin, Germany. 
ReWalker Andre walking with the exoskeleton ReWalk 6.0.



Vienna, Austria. 
Patrick, one of the trainers at Ottobock in Vienna, 

practising with a robotic hand connected via electrodes 
to the electrical impulses of his brain.



Palestrina, Rome, Italy. 
Size test for a kid prosthesis at “Itop spa Officine Ortopediche”. 



Rome, Italy. 
Almerina, a patient of the robotic prosthesis 

project NEBIAS, having a break during a test day.



Palestrina, Rome, Italy. 
Claudio’s everyday prosthesis has a bionic knee 
flexing like a “normal” one,allowing him 
to easily approach stairs up and down.



Palestrina, Rome, Italy. 
A prosthesis with springing motion in 
the labs of “Itop spa Officine Ortopediche”.



Zurich, Switzerland. 
Pascal, one of the manager of the 
Scewo project at the Swiss Federal 
Institute of Technology of Zurich, 

testing a wheelchair with caterpillars.
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