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FRIENDLY FIRE
Italy and its fatal attraction 

for firearms



CITIZENS OF OLIENA (NUORO) SHOOTING DURING THE RELIGIOUS 
RITE OF “S’INCONTRU” (AN ANCIENT RITE THAT CELEBRATE THE 

CATHOLIC EASTER) HELD ON EASTER DAY’S MORNING. 
THE WHOLE COMMUNITY (HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE) MEET IN THE ONLY 

SQUARE OF THE VILLAGE TO CELEBRATE



Italy is a shooting star in Europe because of its economic stagnation lasting from many years, but also because its firearms 

production is a really advanced industry, able to influence even the USA market. The States, infact, are the destination of 38% of 

guns, carbines and rifles produced by Italian specialized firms (like Beretta, to name just one). Italian firearms export is worth a 

turnover of 2,650,000,000 billion Euros (2014 data). The real numbers are approximate most of the time as a huge percentage of 

firearms sales and possessions go beyond legality. 

Overall estimates talk about 9 million firearms circulating in the country. These numbers help to (partially) understand why Italy 

owns the European record murders with firearms, with the province of Nuoro leading this sad rank. In this part of Sardinia, one 

resident out of ten owns at least a gun or a rifle, nourishing the highest rate of murders and wounding in Italy. Also Italian police 

is by far the most armed in the EU with 420,000 firearms on duty – Germany is a far second with around 300,000.

A thorny truth is emerging, something the young photographer Mattia Micheli calls ironically “Friendly Fire”: in Italy there’s a 

peculiar fascination for firearms. A seduction passing over the limits imposed by law, stating that to possess a firearm a 

psychophysical test must be passed. In shooting ranges and munitions stores, in the countryside where 810,000 hunting licences hang 

around, among weapons convention’s habitues and the enthusiasts with their collection of shining rifles hanged on their living rooms, 

there’s a rooted love/hate feeling fulfilling them more than any other trasgression. 

Because if a firearm is beautiful, and nicely crafted as the eternal “made in Italy” motto guarantees, it reassures and satisfies 

enough to wear thin the taboo of the extreme loaded gun until its gradual, final disappearance. 



CITIZENS OF OLIENA (NUORO) SHOOTING DURING THE RELIGIOUS 
RITE OF “S’INCONTRU” (AN ANCIENT RITE THAT CELEBRATE THE 

CATHOLIC EASTER) HELD ON EASTER’S DAY MORNING. 



A MAN CHECKING THE DETAILS OF A RIFLE IN THE STAND 
OF A MUNITIONS STORE AT CACCIAVILLAGE, ONE OF THE 
BIGGEST HUNTING THEMED CONVENTION IN ITALY. 
CACCIAVILLAGE, BASTIA UMBRA, PERUGIA



AS PENALTY FOR BREAKING A SAFETY NORM IN AN INFORMAL 
SHOOTING COMPETITION, A SHOOTER IS FORCED BY THE OTHER 
PARTECIPANTS TO REPEAT HIS PERFORMANCE WITH NO RIFLE. 

SHOOTING RANGE LE CROCI, CALENZANO, FLORENCE



PIETRO (10), DURING ONE OF HIS FIRST VISIT 
AT A SHOOTING RANGE. TIRO A SEGNO NAZIONALE (NATIONAL 

SHOOTING RANGE) PERUGIA. IN ITALY THERE ARE 9 MILLION FIREARMS 
FOR AROUND 3 MILLION USERS/OWNERS. TO LEGALLY PRACTICE WITH 
AN AIRGUN IN A SHOOTING RANGE YOU NEED TO BE 10 YEARS OLD,

AND MUST BE 14 YEARS OLD TO PRACTICE WITH FIREARMS



DANILO CHECKING HIS SCORE AFTER A SHOOTING SESSION. 
TIRO A SEGNO NAZIONALE (NATIONAL SHOOTING RANGE), FLORENCE



“LEGITTIMA DIFESA” (SELF-DEFENSE) JEWELS ON SALE AT THE 
HIT SHOW, THE BIGGEST FIREARMS THEMED CONVENTION IN ITALY, 
VICENZA. THE ZANCAN FAMILY (PRODUCING FINE TRADITIONAL 
ITALIAN JEWELLERY) DESIGNS AND SELLS THESE OBJECTS TO FUND 
THE LEGAL FEES OF GRAZIANO STACCHIO, A GAS STATION ATTENDANT 
WHO FACED A TRIAL FOR KILLING A ROBBER IN A NEAR 
JEWELRY STORE. STACCHIO BECAME A SYMBOL FOR THE WHOLE 
ITALIAN PRO-FIREARMS MOVEMENT



MEGGY (17), RELAXING DURING A SHORT BREAK AT 
THE TIRO A SEGNO NAZIONALE (NATIONAL SHOOTING RANGE), PERUGIA



A VISITOR CHECKING GUNSIGHTS IN A STAND OF A MUNITIONS STORE. 
CACCIAVILLAGE, BASTIA UMBRA, PERUGIA



WALL PAINTING IN MEMORY OF MARIA PALIMODDE, 
THE FIRST WOMAN TO ACTIVELY TAKE PART (SHOOTING) 
IN THE “S’INCONTRU” RITE. OLIENA, NUORO



RAFFAELE AND HIS BOAR PASQUALINA RELAXING AT HOME. 
RAFFAELE AND HIS WIFE DORIANA ADOPTED THE WILD PIGLET, 

WHICH WAS A PUPPY WHEN IT WAS FOUND ALONE AND UNDERNOURISHED 
IN THE WOODS. DORIANA’S FARM, FOLIGNO, PERUGIA



A HOUSE FRONTYARD AFTER THE “S’INCONTRU” RITE, 
OLIENA, NUORO



EUGENIO (67), A FORMER VETERINARIAN, IN HIS TROPHY ROOM. 
EUGENIO’S HOUSE, COLLEPEPE, PERUGIA



LAPO LOST HIS FAMILY WHEN HE WAS 16. 
HE WOKE UP FROM COMA IN AN HOSPITAL BED WITH THREE BULLETS 

IN HIS CHEST AFTER HIS FATHER SHOT HIS MOTHER TO DEATH 
AND COMMITTED SUICIDE. THE DOCTORS TOLD HIM WHAT HAPPENED. 

LAPO’S HOUSE, RADDA IN CHIANTI, FLORENCE



TRASHED AMMO, TIRO A SEGNO NAZIONALE (NATIONAL 
SHOOTING RANGE), PERUGIA



TWO PERSONAL SECURITY DEFENSE OPERATORS DURING 
A DISARM TRAINING SESSION. PRIVATE SHOOTING RANGE, 

PASSIGNANO, PERUGIA



ANDREA (25) COLLECTS FIREARMS. 
THE TATTOOED SIGN ON HIS RIGHT LEG (B/B) 
INDICATES A PARTICULAR KIND OF AMMO. FLORENCE



A WORLD WAR 2 ENTHUSIAST ACTING AS AN INJURED SOLDIER 
DURING A MILITARY REENACTMENT, PASSO DEL GIOGO,FLORENCE



POKER TARGETS AT AN OLD WESTERN SHOOTING SOCIETY TOURNAMENT, 
DEVIL’S CLUB SHOOTING RANGE, AREZZO



WWW.PARALLELOZERO.COM
INFO@PARALLELOZERO.COM

+39.02.89281630

MARCO (29) AND ELENA (24), FEW MINUTES AFTER THEIR MARRIAGE, 
MASSA MARTANA, PERUGIA




